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workers, Not long ago the prineipal mines
in Kalgoorlie were turning out a ton of gold
per month. They were fabulously wealthy.
1t is easy to see that the horse is out of the
stable when he has got out, but we do not
think so much about preventing him from
getting out. Al the time I speak of, if these
people had put by a proportion of their
earnings to provide for a rainy day, not
only witht regard to miners’ phthisis but with
regard to the duration of the industry, and
bad distributed some of the rich ore over the
low grade stuff, there is no doubt the mines
would have had a long life still before then.
The indusiry would not have blown out as
it has done.

Hon. J. . Brown:
in champarfne

Hon. W, GLASHEEN: The miners
who are suﬁmmg most from disease were
those who, in the early days, were making
the highest money. To-day the poor wretches
are down and out. They rushed back into
the smoke, and filth and the dirt to make a
little more money. I do not know what
they did with it. If they had bad the fore-
sight to take oul insurance policies for a
rainy day, they would have been much betler
off. I foresee a danger in an innovation of
this kind. I see no difference between work-
ers in mines who are rendered physically un-
fit for further work hy disease and other
workers who are also rendered wnfit for
work as a result of oecupational discases of
another kind.

Hon. J. Cornell: Compensation is only
paid by reason of a man having been in a
certain class of work,

Hon. W. T. GLASHEEN: 1f o man has
been in any ordinary employment he wili
have the same moral right to consideration
as the man who has worked in a mine, Both
should have insured their lives in times of
prosperity. Once the precedent is estab-
lished every man with every other diseasy,
and in danger of his life, has the same moral
claims for support. We do not know, there-
fore, where this will end. I admire the ia-
tention of the Minister, but T sce grave
dangers ahead of him. With other member:,
I congratulate you, Mr. President, on at-
taining vour high office. I hope you will live
long to adorn it and T am sure You are
cminently fitted for the position.

On motion by Hon. J. J. Holmes, debate
adjourned.

It was all blown up

House adjourned at 545 p.m.
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The SPEAIER took the Chair at 4.3(
pan, and read pravers.

QUESTION—WHITBY FALLS
HOSPITAL.

Mr. SAMPSON asked the Honorary Min-
ister (Ilon..J. Cunningham}: In view of the
action of the board of visitors of the Fos
pital for the Insane in (a) dirceting the at-
tention of the Minister that accommadation
at the YWhitby I'afls Mental Hospital was
not being sufficiently utilised; and (b) later
interviewing the Minister on the subject and
urging that more use should be made of this
hospital, has action, giving effect to the re-
commendation of the board of visitors in re-
spect to the added use of the Whithy Falls
Mental Hospital, been taken? Tf not, will
constderation be given?

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM replied: The
management of the Lunacy Department is
in aceord with the board of visitors in this
matter, and as many patients as possible
who, in the opinion of the hospital authori-
ties, are fit and wiliing to go, are being sent
to Whitby.

QUESTION—ROAD CONSTRUCTION,
FEDERAL AID.

Mr. ANGELO (for Mr. Stubbs) asked
the Minister for Works: In view of the an-
nouncement that the Federal Aid Roads Rill
bad passed through the Federal Parliament,
and in view of the impertance to this State
of the earlv constrnction of roads to ahsorb
the unemployed, especially during the winter
months, is it the intention of the Govern-
ment to hring in the neeessarv legislation
to ratify the agreement with the Common-
wealth Government before the completion of
the Address-in-reply dehate?
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The MINISTER ¥FOR WORKS replied:
The full list of proposals from the road
hoards throughout the State have only just
reached the Main Roads Board. It wiil now
he necessary for the Main Roads Board to
examine those proposals, and prepare a pro-
cramme for submission to the Federal Gov-
ernment in Melbourne for their approval.
It is expected that the local ratification
Bill will be passed by the time the Federal
Government's approval is received.

QUESTION—WYNDHAM MEAT
WORKS.

Mr. COVERLEY asked the Premier:
When drawing up the Estimates for the
coming finaneial year, will he see that the
necessary adjustments are made to eredit the
Wyndham Meat Works with the £12,000,
together with the interest eharged against it,
far an air compressor that has been installed
at Fremantle?

The PREMIER replied: No, as the
amount has not been charged against Wynd-
ham Meat Works.

QUESTION—PERMANENT PAINT.

Mr. NORTH asked the Premier: 1, Is he
aware that a new tvpe of paint has been
evolved which when applied forms a per-
manent surface, thns abolishing the need for
eonstant renewals? 2, If so, is he prepared,
when supplies of this paint are available,
to confer with his Ministers npoint the ad-
visability of utilising it, havirg resard to
(i} the heneficial effect on the Treasury,
(i1} the prolonged life of publie buildines
thronghout the State?

The PREMIER replied: 1 and 2, XNo.

QUESTION—STOCK INSPECTION,
CAENARVON.

Mr. LATHAM asked the Minister for
Agrieulture: 1, What 15 the name of the
stock inspector employed by the Govern-
ment in the Carnarven district? 2, Does
he use a Government motor ecar for his
work? 3, T not, what are the travelling
arrangements?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied: 1, Mr. W. R. Willesee. 2, No. 3,
The salary provided includes travelling
allowance, and the officer finds his own
means of transpert.
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QUESTION—PHTHISICAL MINERS,
ALTERNATIVE WORK.

Mr. GRIFFITHS asked the Minister for
Mines: 1, Is a man, suifering from miner's
phthisis or dust on the Jungs, when advise:
Lo leave the mines, afforded help to re-
establish himself in some other ealling? 2,
If s0, is it a faet that C. Dorazzi has been
offered work on the railway line at Esper-
anee, which he vejecled as unsuitable, partty
becanse of the necessity for keeping two
homes? 3, Can such men, without the
neeessary capital le accept farms, be placed
on Lhe group settlements, or be enabled to
cet lighter work on the coast?

The MINISTER 1OR MINES replied: 1,
The Government will endeavour to find such
men employment in connection with the
Norseman-Salmon GGums railway, and have
also set apart an area of land between
Norseiran and Esperance specially for these
men. The work of road elearing and water
supply is now in hand, and monev will ne
advanced on the most favourable terms by
the Agricultural Bank for developmental
purposes. 2, T have no such information.
3, Yes, provided they can produce a medicul
vectificate that they arve physically fit.
There is no Jight work available on tha
voast.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On notion by Mr, Wiison, leave o1 ab-
senee for two weeks granted to Hon. W, 1.
Johusen (Guildford) on the ground of
urgent privale husiness,

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Sirth Day.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

MR. DAVY (West Perth) [4.36]: 1 wish
to offer one or two words of criticism of
the Government,

The Minisier for Agrienlture : And of

praise.

Mr DAYY: No, I do not think it neces-
sary for me {o offer any words of praise of
the Government. The Government and
their followers appear to be well able tn
supply any praise, whether deserved or not.
Indeed, it appears to me almost a character-
istic of Governments to speak very highly
of themselves. We had considerable eulogy
of the Government from the member who
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moved the adoption of the Address-in-reply.
I will throw this one houquet to the Premier,
that he showed a sulficient degree of
modesty as not to he prepared to accept
everything said of him by the member for
Yilgarn (Mr. Corboy), who claimed for the
Premier almost superhuman powers. He
claimed (hat the Premier had ereated a
record never hefore met with in this or any
other House in that he had been able to
estimate the deficit within £1,000. Of
course, the Premier was honest enough to
admit that that was more or less a fluke, as
became apparenl when it was disclosed that
although the actual total deficit was within
£1,000 of the estimate, the ilems making 1t
up were enirely different fram those in the
estimate. I do not think that is any matter
for eriticism of the Premier because, as he
pointed ont and the Leader of the Opposi-
tion agreed, it is quite impossible for a
'Treasurer to predict with any degree of
aecuraey how much revenue ne is going to
et from so wneertain a thing zs, say, in-
come faxation. As a matter of fact, if the
income tax returns had been less and some-
thinr else more, the Premier might have
ot the same result again, but by an entirely
dilterent grouping; and if the income tax
had heen less and something else also, ha
would have been tens of thousands below
his estimate. However, the Premier was not
prepared to accept the remarks made by the
member for Yilgarn, and so T am able to
aecord him that measure of praise. T do not
think it can be denied on paper that the
tinnneial position of the State has been
steadily improving for a number of years
past. 1 say “on paper” because it is unot
really possible to dogmatise and say it is a
gennine improvement, Nor for a number of
vear< to come will it be possible to de so.
After all, it large swns of loan money are
expended, even toolishly, in any community,
the reflection of that expenditure cannot
possibly he avoided in the revenue of the
country. 1f, for instance, the Government
were 50 foolish as fo horrow and spend on
some  wild schene in Western Australia
£20,000,000 in one year, undoubtedly the de-
ficit would vanish and we should have a
aubsiantial surplus. But it would be entirely
illusory.,  The whole test is whether the
moneys we are horrowing and spending are
wisely borrowed and spent. It would be im-
possible to determine that with certainty un-
til some vears after the moneys had
been spent. The vast majority of memvers
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of the House ave of opinion that the main
expenditure that this Gtovernment and their
immediate predecessors embarked upon is a
wise expenditure. The late Government in-
itiated the system of expending large sums
of loan money on group settlement, and the
present Government, having had full op-
portunity to investizate the plans laid and
inaugurated by Sir James Mitchell, decided
in the face of considerable ecrittcism from
outsiders and some members, to earry on the
scheme.  We on this side supported Sir
James Mitchell in inaugurating that scheme,
and therefore we can hardly do other than
support the present Government in earrying
it on. So, as I say, it would be dogmatie
to declare that the finances have genuinely
improved, notwithstanding which we believe
they have improved, because we helieve the
loan moneys expended have been expended
wisely. The moral is that in spite of irn-
provement it is still necessary, and will be
necessary for many years to come, for Gov-
erinments fo exercise rigid economy and im-
pose a considerable degree of taxation. We
are not yet in that position where we ¢an
regard owrselves as having any spare poc-
ket money. The Premier devoted a consider-
able portion of his speech in this debate to
subjects that could hardly be termed matters
of State. Whatever the Premier’s gualifica-
tions as Premier and Treasurer and states-
man may be, no one will deny that he is an
cxtremely astute polifician,  Also there is
little doubt that nothing could he more sat-
isfactory to him and his party ihan to bring
about an open breach between the two par-
ties sitting on this side of the House. If he
were able even to inerease in any measure
any little discord that many now exist or has
existed in the past between those parties, it
would be of the greatest value Lo him at the
next elections. Therefore, I was not ut all
surprised to find him devoting a considerable
portion of his time to probing any old sores
there may have been and trying to create
some new ones, if possible. He tock it up-
on himself—it was done with the greatest air
of grace—to convey to members of the
party to which I belong some information
regarding the activities of the Country
Party in the various electorates. That in-
formation was not news in any seuse of the
word. Even the Premier could hardly ve-
gard the intelligence of the member for Nel-
son (Mr. .J. H. Smith}, or the member for
Murray-Wellington (Mr. George) or the
memntber for York (Mr. Latham) so lowly, or
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deem their inferest in their own relurn at
the next elections so slight as to think that
they were not perfectly well aware that the
Country Party were organising in their elee-
torates with a view if possible to winning
their seats from them,

The Premier: I did not put it forward
as anything new. One may be allowed to
comment upon things that are known to
menbers.

Mr. DAVY: Perhaps the Premier was
endeavouring Lo make it mere widely incon

The Premier: A seasonal reminder.

Mr. DAVY: He thought perhaps it was
not sufficient that the member for York and
the member for Nelson should know these
things. He may have wanted lo spread it
abroad in the light of day, hoping that some
other persons supporting these gentlemen
would be surprised and annoyed. That is
perfectly well known to us.

Mr. Wilson: Why tell it again?

Mr. DAVY: It is not in the slightest da-
gree veseoted by us, The Country Party are
perfectly weleome to win any seat they are
able to win.

The Premicr;

You are very generous
about giving away yvour frineds. You are
not being attacked, but vou are throwing

your friends to the wolves.

Mr. DAVY: T claim to speak an hehalf
of the United Party solidly.
The Minister for Works:

Nelson spoke different!y.

Mr. DAVY: The Country Party are wel-
come fto win any seat they can from us. We
equally elaim the right, which will be read-
ily conceded by our friends, to win any
of their seats if we are able to do so.

Mr. Sleeman: They did not econcede that
a few weeks ago.

Mr. DAVY: There have been no nego-
tiations between these gentlemen and our-
selves at any time, that were not on the
basis of our having perfect freedom to win
seats from each other when we could do so
by honourable means. When we find our-
selves opposed, however, by any member
belonging to the party that oceupies the
Treasury bench, although we may have
rivalry between onrselves, we shall be stand-
ing shoulder to shoulder to defeat such a
person.

The Premier: We shall sece.

The Minister for YWorks: That is what
vou hope.

The Premier: Ask the member on vour
right.

The member for
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Mr. DAVY: 1 am stating what our pre
sent intentions are. The flesh is weak. It
may be that other meddlesome persons, who
are poking their noses into our affairs, may
be able to stir up strife, but I do not think
they will.

Mr. C. P. Wansbrough: You hope not.

The Minister for Works: Your remarks
do not carry mnuch eonvietion.

Mr. DAVY: Although there are differ-
ences in political peoints of view between the
Country Party and the United Party, and
although we do not agree with all their
methods of political organisation and they
do not agree with all of ours, yet it is unde-
niable that in this House, since I have heen
here, on every matter of real policy our
poiuts of view have been the same. That is
why we prefer to ally ourselves with the
Country party in opposition to the Labour
Party, with whom we differ on every point
that we regard as important.

The Premier: Mr. Padbury says you can-
not represent the farmer any more than we
can. ]

Mr. DAVY: We are not concerned with
what Mr. Padbury may say.

The Premier: Are you not?

Mr. DAVY : The attitude of those gentle-
men and of the gentlemen sitting here is
as I have stated. In spite of any self-
interested attempt on the part of the Pre-
micr to split us asunder, we shall, I hope,
at the next elections be found standing side
by side. The Premier seems to suggest that
he is playing more or less the part of a mis-
chievous boy sooling on two smaller boys, or
trying to get two puppy dogs to have a
fight. I tell him, and I tell the world, that
ihe bone of contention which he slung across
the floor so cheerfully the other night for the
delectation of members on this side of the
Housge, has not even been sniffed at. Perhaps
the member for Nelson may have given a
little sniff at it, but generally it did not even
receive a sniff or even a longing glance. It
will remain there, and be treated with the
profound contempt that such a rotten bone
deserves. T mow propose to eriticise the
Government for an administrative act, which
in my opinion was wrong. I submit that it
was wrong, but without any hope that any-
thing that has been done by the Government
will be eriticised by their supporters. T
bring this forward for the good of their
souls. In my first session of Parliament we
passed certain important amendments o the
Workers’ Compensation Aet.  Inter alia.
there were two new departures. The first
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was an alteration in the Aect to bring it into
line more or less with the English Aect by
making it eover industrial diseases.  The
second important amendment was one which
provided that every employer must obtain
from an incorporated insurance office ap-
proved by the Minister a poliey of insurance
covering his liability under the Act. These
lwo amendments were readily accepted hy
members on this side of the House. They
were aceepted becanse the principle has been
recognised for many years that industries
should hear the expense and loss consequent
upon injury to those emaployed in the indus-
try; secondly, because we had a very good
precedent in what had been done in the O1d
Country and other parts of the world. Wa
accepted the second important innovation,
mainly with a view to proteeting the poor
employer, and the worker enzaged hy him.
When I readily accepted that amendment,
I had in mind a poor man whoe found it
necessary to engage a nurse to look after
kis siek wife, or perhaps the sick wife, who
was unable to do household work and was
obliged to enzage some person to assist her
in these duties. Tn a ease of that sort, if an
insurance policy was not taken out, and a
serious accident oecurred, or serious results
followed a minor aecident, either the poor
employer would be ruined and the house sold
up, or the worker would get no compensa-
tion. The provision was that the employer
should take out a policy or give seenritv to
pay compensation under =ome other method
to be approved by the Minister. The Act
required that the eompanies should be ap-
proved by the Minister. That was agreed
to without demur in order to provide that
such a poliey should he hona fide, taken ont
with a genuine company that was able te
stand up to its finaneial obligations, and was
not a bogus company floated withont suffi-
cient eapital and withont stabilitv. It was
intended to insure that the noliev should
not be illusory. Membhers will asree that
this is why they readilv concurred in the
principle that the company must be ap-
proved by the Minister. It was not that the
Minister should have the right to dig into
the domestic affairs of the companv and
dictate the premiums that werc to he
charged. It was merelv that he should have
to satisfy himself that the company was
wennine and able to stand ap to ils financial
obligations. As it was obhvious that certain
difficulties would arize in rezard fo mining
diseases covered by the new Act, sinee it was
more or less known that there was a large
number of miners already afflicted with dis-
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eases of that kind, the Minister promised
that he would delay bringing that part of
the Aet into operation until such time as he
was in a position to judge how many people
were afflieted, and that in the meantime the
mines wonld as far as possible be cleared
of those already stricken with the dizease,
and the provisions of the Miner's Phthisis
Act brought into operalion. I am endeav-
ouring to confine myself at present to facis
that are common ground. I propose if pos-
sible to mention no fact, the acenracy of
which can be contested. The Minister then
proceeded to enter into negotiations with all
the insurance companies as to the amount
of premiums they should charge to mining
companies and mine emplovers, when the
miners’ dizeases were brourht within the
scope of the Act. Tt is a little diffieulf
to understand why the Minister should
have entered into these negotiations with
the companies. Tt really had nothing to

do with him. The econcern was one
for the employers who had to pay
the premiums. Bot he did enler inlo

the question. Finally we ot from him
a statement on the 1st June of this year,
when he said that the negotiations had
broken off, and that the companies had de-
clined to accept the miners phthisis risk,
presumably snegesting that they had de-
clined to accept mining risks altogether. I
am not concerned with the mights or wrongs
of any dispute that may have oceurred be-
tween the Minister and the insurance eom-
ranies. The ecompanies said in the Press
that they were not given any opportunity
to judge the risk thev were asked to take
over. Thev claimed that the fizures were
not made available to them showing the
number of men already afflicted with the
disease. The Minisfer on his side elaimed
that this was not s¢, and that he had strained
cvery effort to effeet a compromise. Per-
haps he did so, according to his lizhts. We
have all seen the Minister from time fo time
busily engazed in straining every effort to
arrive at a settlement. T think some of us
have been reminded of that famous effector
of settlements, Diek Turpin, when trying to
bring ahout a settlement with a person from
whom he was ahout fo take a purse, and at
whose head he was holding a pistol.

Mr. Hughes: That is the way the insur-
ance companics acf.

Mr. DAVY: I am afraid that that is the
sort of mental picture we are inclined to
have of the Minister for Works when he is
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trving o effect a compromise. MMowever, 1
am not saying at this juncture who was to
blame in the dispute. The position having
aricen, the Government, according fo the
statement of the Minister for Works, were
taced with three alternatives. That is what
he claims in his statement of the 1st June.
1 agree that the Government were faced
with three alternatives. The first of these
was to further delay the bringing inte oper-
ation of the miners’ disease part of the
Workers' Compensation Act. The sccond
alternative was to proclaim that part of the
Act and throw on the mining eompanies the
responsibility of carrying the risk without
insurance, which prior to the amendment of
the Aect they were perfectly entitled io do
it they thought fit. The fhird alternative
was that the Government might ofier the
mining companies provision for insuring
against thig risk themselves. I do not think
I would have risen herve to eriticize the Gov-
ernment if they had adopted either the
second or the third alfernative. Probably
we all belicved, and believe now, that the
benefit of ilie miners’ .discase prosision
should have been made available to the men,
who had long been promised that benefit,
Therefore we would probably be all in agree-
ment that the first alternative might be
wiped out, The other two alternatives were,
in my opinion, equally legitimately open to
the Government. T, at any rate, would not
have criticised the Government for adepting
either of the two last alternatives, Huoi they
did not adopt any one of the three alterna-
tives. Having said that they were faced with
three alternatives, they proceeded to invent
a fourth albernative by creating an insur-
aneg department despite the fact that they
were forbidden by the law of the land to do
s0. Then they proceeded. by a course of
doubtful legality, to wipe out all insurance
companies from this particular line of busi-
ness, and to compel all the emplovers in
Western Australia to insure with the State
Insurance Department. Having created
their inzurance department, and having
passed certain regulations, which 1 presume
are stil on the Table of the House, the Gov-
ernment proceeded to endeavour to get the
public to patronise the State office. Their
lirst step was to do g0 by trying to frighten
the public into doing it by fear of the long
arm of t'« law, The Government published
an advertisement telling employers that in-
surance was compulsory, that employers
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could not insure with the companies, and
that therefore there was no aliernafive for
the public but to insure with the Govern-
ment.  They published reguiations halding
out threats of prosecution te those who
would not agree to that process.

The Minister for Works: I thought you
were going to say nothing that was not a
fact?

My, DAVY: If T have done so, let the
Minister eha'lenge me right away.

The Ainister for Works: T challenge you
now. The Gotermment never published any
advertisemnent of that kind.

Mr, DAVY: Very well,
vertisement—

Here is the ad-

State Acetdent Inxurimer.  Workers® Com-
pensation Act.  Famployers (including all those
with domestic help) arve informed that—1, In-
surance is eompilsory. 2, No incorpornted in-
suranee oflice now hza the approval required
under Section M 3, Insuranees through the
sState oflice are guarniteed by the Government,

The Preinier: Those are three facts, not
thrents.

Mr. DAVY: They are not three facts.

The Premivr: Well, ihev were.

Mr, DAVY : | say they were not, because
thuse sintements were promptly challenged
and an opinien was given by three lawyers,
one of whom is espeeially entitled to vespect,
heinge the leader of the har of Western An--
trahia.

The Premicr: Do yvou endorse the opinion
ol the other lnwyers?

WMr. DAYY: Yes, | do. I was engazed to
sive an opinion on a rcertnin subject, and T
aave if. Trat advertisement having bheen
published, sotting forth that insurance was
compulsary, that one could not insure with
a private office bul must insure with the
State office

The Minister for Works: The advertise-
ment does not say that emplovers must in-
sare with the State office.

Mr, DAVY: The advertizscment soys—

Tusnranee is compulzory.  No incorporate |
insuranes ollice now has the approvil reognired
under Section 10,

Whal were the s.ublie expected o veiieve
Erom (hat il not that they were net entitled
to insuie with a private olhce?

The Minister for Works: You are unin-
bling.

Mr. DAVY: The Minister is quibbling.
N operson could possibly read those thyee
stntements of allered fact withour eonine
tn the conelusion that it was neces=ary to
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insure with the State office.  Then the
opinion was published setting forth that in-
surance was not compulsory in the eireum-
stances, that there was no reason in the
world why people should not go on insuring
with private companies, and that insuranee
with the State office was valueless, not worth
the paper it wag written on.

The Premier: That is a very poor opinion.

Mr. DAVY: It is not a poor opinion, and
it has not been challenged, because the next
thing we get, the epinion having been brought
to the Minister’s attention and the Press
having made headlines about the matter,
speaking of “a legal bombshell,” is that the
Minister says the legal bombshell is a dud,
and adds ¥*We knew all about it all along.”
If that was not an admission of the acenracy
of what I have quoted, I do not know what
would be. I am drawing dedunctions from
nublished facts.

The Minister for Works: You are not.

M. DAVY: Does the Minister dispute
that he published that advertisement? Daoes
he dispute that the words I have read out
are the words of the advertisemeni? 1 am
quite content Lo rest on that, There is the
published advertisement, and there is the
opinion. A day after the opinion was pub-
lished the Minister, through the Press, vir-
tnally said, “We knew all about that and
don’t carr.” The deduetion from that is that
the Minister, or let me sayv the State Insur-
ance Department, for which the Government
are responsible———

The Premier: Say the Government,

M- DAVY: Verv well. The deduction is
that the Government, having first tried to
seare the public and having had that attempt
exposed. then proceeded to try a mixture of
exjolery and veiled threats to persoms with
whom fthey had had some business frapsae-
fions, in order to try to induce those persons
to come in. The Government Actuarv’s
office on the 26th June circularised a large
number of the Dbusinesses with whom the
fiovernment had bad dealings. A letter over
M= Bennett’s signature reads as follows:—

Dear Sir, The Government having deeided to
transaet amplovers' liabilitv  irseranes  huei.
ness, 1 take this opportunity of inviting yom
to transfer to the State Accident Insurance
Office »our insurance under the Workers’ Com-
prasation Aet. the FEmplovers’ Liability Act,
and at Common Tiaw, The Government has
for many vears heen a pood customer of vour
firm, and as the good relations will no doubt
eontinue in the future, T confidently suggest
that ‘n » spirit of recinracity you shoull 2gree
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to the transfer, Already some of the largest
employers in the Btate have effected insurunees
through the State office.

This is the cream of it—

If 1 am abie to report to the Hon. Minister
that your firm has agrecd to the transfer, I
know 'that your action will be much appre-
ciated.

[ do sulunit to the House that this was not
a dignified position for the Government. Tt
was not dignitied for them to find them-
selves responsible for the writing of that
letter.

The Minister for Works: A ewrcular was
sent out to every business hounse in this
State. 1t is an ordinary business leiter

Mr. DAVY: Is there nothing thal & bus-
iness house may do whieh a Government mav
not do? Is there not a little hit of added
dignity and self-respect to be expected fromn
a Government$

The Minister for Works: The insurance
companies do that sort of thing every dayv.

The Premier: The people for whom you
are pleading do it every day.

Mr. DAVY: Where is the pleading?

The Premier: You are pleading for the
insurance companies; Lhat is all.

Mr. DAVY : Does the Premier think so?

The Premier: 1 am sure of it

Mr. DAVY: The Premier does not think
anvthing of the sort.

The Premier: You admit that you have
taken fees from the insurance companies
for advice.

Mr, DAVY: T must say [ am surprised to
hear the Premier make a remark like thal.

The Premier: Of conrse you are pleading
for the insurance companics.

Mr. DAVY: I am not. I put it to the
House that the Premier’s suggestion

The Premier: It is not for the people
affected you are pleading, but for the insur-
ance companies,

Mr. DAVY: The Premier’s suggestion is
a despicable one, and one that I never ex-
pected to hear come from him. The Premier
knows perfectly well that a lawyer’s job is
to advise people when they ask him to ad-
vise, and that the lawyer gets fees for ad-
vising, Perhaps the Premier is now sug-
gesting that T have received a fee for speak-
ing here this afternoon?

The Premier: T say you are pleading for
the companies.

Mr. DAVY : Let the Premier go on saying
it. T am content that he should have his
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opinion if he likes to degrade himself by
holding it.

The Premwier: You know perfectly well
it is frue.

My, DAVY: The letter I have quoted is
one of which any Government might well
he ashamed. The other letter, sent to the
road hoards, is one which reflects even les:
eredit on the (Government,

The Premier: It is the kind of letter the
insurance companies send ont every day,

Mr. DAVY: [ am putting up arguments,
at any rate.

The Premier: You are indeed!

Mr. DAVY : If the Premier has no hetter
answer to that, than to cast aspersions

The Premier: It is an ordinary business
vircular.

Mr. DAVY': The Premier says so. I say
it is something that the Government ought
never to have issued, which they ought to
be ashamed of having issued. That is my
opinion, and I believe it will be the opinion
of many members of this House.

The Premier: It will not be the opinion
of the people of this country. Make the
issue the people versus the insurance com-
panies,

Mr. DAVY: No, I wil} not.
The Premier: Of course vou will not.

Mr. DAVY: I am not concerned in the
slightest as to whether the Minister was
right or not when he rounded on the insur-
ance companies. What I am concerned
about is that the Government have acted
with ar absolutely arrogant disregard of
the law of the land.

The Premier: The companies have not
acted arrogantly, have they?

Mr. Marshall: No. They have acted most
humanely.

Mr. DAVY : There again, is it believabla
that the Premier suggests that the same de-
gree of arrogance which a private concern
might be guilty of would be justifiable in a
Government {

The Premier: But these are highly hon-
ourable business people.

AMr. DAVY: I suggest that private com-
panies and private persons are frequently
arrogant, frequently dishonest, and fre-
quently unfair. Of course they are, More-

[ L]
ot
=~1

over, they are criticised and dealt with by
the courts of law when their unfairness—-

Point of Order.

Mr. Hughes: On a point of order. I ask
vour ruline, Mr, Speaker, whether in accord-
anee with “May,”" pages 84 and 85, the hon,
member, having admitted that he has re-
ceived a fee for advising on this matter, is
in order in discussing it.

Mr. Davy: The member for BEast Perth
(Mr. Hughes) knows perfectly well that 1
liave never received a fee for advising on
this matter at all. T was consulted as to
whether certain regulations were intra vires
or ultra vires. There is the opinion whien
1 gave, and to suggest that because I have
been employed to give an opinton on a
specific legal point I am debarred from
spealting on the general poliey of the Gov-
ernment in this House is outrageous.

Mr. Thomson: Members opposite do not
want the subject discussed. They are
frightened !

The Premier: Oh, we are frightened!

Mr. Speaker: The point raised by the
member for East Perth is whether the
speech so far delivered hy the member for
West Perth comes within the scope of the
following statement appearing in May’s
“Parliamentary Practice” :—

A member 15 accordingly incapable of prac-
tising as counsel hefore the House, or anv
commnittee. By resolution, 26th February, 18308,
members of the House of Commons are pro-
hibited frown engnging, cither by themseives
or by a partner, in the managewmment of private
Bills, hefore this or the other House of Par-
liament. for pecuniary rewnrd. Neor is it con-
sistent with parliamentary or professional
usage for n member to ndvise, as counsel, npoun
any private Bill, or other proceeding in Par-
liament.

The point raised has reference only to the
speeeh now in conrse of delivery by the
member for West Perth. So far as he has
proeceeded—and there is nothing shown to
the contrary—he is in no wise within the
limits of what I may call the prohibition
against legal practitioners, as defined or
expressed in the paragraph I have read.
Consequently, the hon. member is in order.

Hon. G. Tavlor: That paragraph deals
only with Bills.

The Minister for Works: No, it does not.

The Premier: It refers to “other proceed-
ings in Parliament.” Of course I am not
disputing the ruling.
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Debate Kesumed.

Mr. DAVY: Of course not; ne one ean
dispute it. !f the position of a legal prac-
titioner in o small community such as Perth
were such that he eould not take part in any
debate on a subject respeeting which he had
wiven u legal opinion, it would be ridieulous.

Mr. Huzkes: You are ventilating o matter
on whieh you lave already given your
opinian, and for which youn have accepted a
feo !

* Mr. BAVY: Nothing of the kind.

1lon, Sir James Mitehell: Of course noi.

Mr. Hugles @ Did you give your legul
opimien for nothing?

AMr. DAVY : Of course not; why should I?

AMr. Hughes: Then you accepted a fee and
now vom are ventilating the subject here!

Mr. DAVY: No. Certain facts were laid
before me and 1 was asked what was the
legal position with regard to the submitted
statement of facts. I gave my opinion,
which was published in conjunction with
the o¢pinions of two other members of the
legal profession. I am not arguing now re-
specting the legal interpretation of the posi-
tion. I understand it is admitted that the
lezal opinions I refer to were correct. That
they were correct was pretty obvious, even
to a lJayman. I have maintained that the
Government unnecessarily adopted the
fourth alternative. In doing so, they did
what wag not worthy of them, nor was it in
the best interests of the community. The
excuse offered for adopting the fourth alter-
native—that was of not only establishing an
insuranee office to cover the mining part of
the business, but fo wipe out the busipess
conducted by all other insurance companies
—was that it was not fair that companies
should aecept profitable business and not, at
the same time, take on unprofitable business.
Will the House consider just what that
means?  Clearly, there are only fwo sets of
persons who can be asked fo accept the re-
sponsibility of the miners’ risks. One re-
presents the employers of the miners, and
the other is the whole community. If the
Stale Insurance Department propose to take
the mining risk at a loss or make up that
loss on the other insurance business, every
employer in Western Australia will share
in the responsibility. If I cover my small
staff, I am paying a bit more to assist the
mining companies. That is not fair, and we
are entitled to protest against any sueh pro-
posttion. If the community is to shounlder
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the burden, then I am willing to agree that
we should all bear it equally, in accordance
with our means. But if we provide that the
mining companies are to bear the burden,
and later on it is said that the member for
Toodyay (Mr. Lindsay), for instance, is to
bear his share, what ean be said regarding
that attitude, seeing thai the law has pro-
vided otherwise? The only excuse for the
Government being compelled to take on the
other insuranee business, as well as the min-
ing covers, is clearly shown to run contra fo
the intention of Parliament. I find myself
in a difficulty now, because of what I may
term the somewhat indecent suggestions that
have heen made against me, but I propose
to make the forther remarks T wish to. T
put it to the House that we have all made
rather a mess of the miners’ phthisis posi-
tion. )

Mr. Panton: Speak for yourself!

Mr. DAVY: I hope to satisfy the House
that that is so. I admit that when we passed
the Bill to amend the Miners’ Phthisis Aet,
I did not take any particular notice of the
proposals and apparently others did not do
so either. The prineipal Act was passed a
year or two before and I presumed at the
time that the amendments made were conse-
quential and necessary to make the new pro-
visions more effectively operative.

The Minister for Mines: The Leader of
the Opposition discussed the Bill and knew
the meaning of its contents,

Mr. DAVY: Very likely he did.

The Minister for Mines: And he diseussed
it intelligently, too.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Merely beeanse
I helieved at the moment that you had indi-
cated what was required.

Mr. DAVY: I will admit, then, that per-
sonally I did nof pay sufficient attention to
the measure to understand what position
was being created.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell : T took what the
Minister «aid and believed the Bill was neces-
sary to improve the position regarding the
men suffering from miners’ complaint. I
helped the Minister to put the Bill through.

AMr. DAVY: Quite so. If we take the
Act, however, and the miners’ diseases sec-
tions, we will arrive at the decision that
rather a ridiculons position has been set up.
I will admit that members honestly endeav-
onred to meet the position at the time, but
what Tindicate has arisen. Under the Miners’
Phthisis Aet, if an examination is made and
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a man is found to be suffering from tuber-
culosis, he may be sent ont of the mines,

Mr. Panton: He is sent out; not “may be”
sent out.

Mr. DAVY: That is so. If he has symp-
toms of tuberculosis, he is sent out, too.

Mr. Panton: And quite right.

Mr. DAVY: I agree. That man has to be
paid foll wages until he can get suitable
work at full rates. TUnder the Workers'
Compensation Aet, if a2 man is so ill that he
has to leave the mine hefore he Jdevelops
taberenlosis, and if he has a eclaim under
Section 7 of the Aect, he cannot claim any-
thing under the Miners’ Phthisis Aet. There-
fore, he will receive only the reduced amount
of compensation under the Workers’ Com-
pensation Aet.

The Alinister for Mines: The reduced
amount that Parliament allowed.

Mr. DAVY: Exactly. A man may have
slight symptoms of tuberculosis but may be
physicaily eapable of continning in the mine,
although, of eourse, it would be dangerous
to himsel{ and to others. That man would
be taken out of the mine and wonld be given
full compensation until he is able to seeure
suitable employment. He is in a different
position from the other man, I have men-
tioned, who may be far more incapable of
continuing work,

Mr, Panton: But there has to be the ex-
amination.

AMr. DAVY: Suppose that man has been
missed in the examination.

Mr. Panton: But that would be a poor
ease.

Mr, DAVY: Then suppose the man has
been esamined and has been driven out of
the mine. He gets half as much compensa-
tion ag the man who went out before his
complaint was discovered, although that
man micht be more fit.

Mr. Marshall: One man gets eompensa-
tion az long as he lives, and the other has
fo met work.

Mr, DAVY: YWho wgets it?

Mr, Marshall: The man who is suffering
definitely from tuberculosis.

Mr. DAVY : He et it until he iz ahle to
find snitable employment and earn as much
as he did formerly, if he recovers.

Mr. Marshall: Recover from tuberculosis!

Mr. Chesson: Yes, how many of them do
that?

Mr. Panion: If the man is suffering from
that disease, he is driven out of the mine,
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ne matter if he is physically capable of
doing work or not,

Alr, DAVY:  Exaelly.
section—

Here is ihe sub-

A perseii whose name ig registered shall not
have any right to compensation under this
scetion, if such person is or beeomes entitled
to receive compensation under seefivn  seven
of the Workers' Compensation Act, 1912-1924,

The same applies to the death of any per-
son who has dependants. They can claim only
under the Workers’ Compensation Act, and
they have no elaim under the Miners’
Phthisis Aet. The position is that the man
who is taken out of the mine¢ on account of
tubercwlosis, is in- an infnitely befter posi-
tion than the man who has to leave, allhough
he is not found to be so suffering.

The Premier: No, he is not in a betfer
position, becanse if he is taken out of the
mine on aceount of fuberenlosis, he gets full
wages unfil he geis other suiiable employ-
ment. If he is unable fo get work, he is in
a similar position to the other man under
the Workers’ Compensation Act.

Mr. DAVY: That is so. From the start
he gets half wages but the other man gets
{ull wages unlil he gefs suitable work.

The Premier: Yes, becanse one man can
work and the other cannot.

Mr. DAVY: If a man is taken out of the
mine, T presume there is a possibility of his
recovery.

My, Heron: Not much.

Mr. DAVY: T suppose the position i$ not
such that a man has to drop down before it
is sugwesled Uint he eannot do any work., I
nnderstand that the development of the dis-
easc is progressive. It may be some consid-
erable time before the disease makes itself
manifest. '

Mr. Chesson: But once it gets hold of a
man, there is no cure.

Mr. DAVY: Ts it suggested that under
the law that man has to stay in the mine
until he is incapable of any work in the
future?

Mr. Panton: That would depend upon the
doctor who examined him. He wounld have
the say as to when he would have to leave
the mine.

My, DAVY: Tt may not be on the decision
of the doctor, but it may he a question for
the law eourts.

Mr. Panton: Even then the doetor’s evi-
dence will be the proof advanced.

Mr. DAVY: There will be medieal evi-
dence on both sides.
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The Premier: A man is only eligible for
compensation under the Workers’ Compen-
sation Act when his health is such that he
cannot earn full wages,

Mr. DAVY: The other can get part wages
only.

The Premier: He is entitled to compensa-
tion under the Workers' Compensation Aet.

Mr. DAVY: As to partial ineapacity,
Jjust in the same way as a man would be
entitled to it because of an accident. If his
working capacity is reduced, he gets com-
pensation for partial ineapacity.

Mr. Panton: But in a mine a man has to
work to his full capacity or he has to leave
his work.

Mr. DAVY: What if the man were par-
tially incapacitated beecanse of miners’
rhthisis?

Hon. G. Taylor: A man in that position
would have to go ont of the mine altogether,

Mr. DAVY: If it ean be shown that he
was still eapable of earning portion of what
he conld earn before, how can it be said that
he is entirely ineapacitated? When does a
man working in a mine become entirely in-
capacitated?

Mr. Panton: When he becomes incapahle
of doing a sufficiently good day’s work to
suit the boss.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Is this quite
perfect?

Mr. Panton: I do not suggest that it is,

Mr. DAVY: We have not gob eguitable
provisions for dealing with ‘the miners’
phthisis question and we ought to review
the whole subject. It appears to me that
probably miners’ phthisis is not a fit suhject
to bring under the Workers’ Compensation
Act. I believe that is at the root of the
whole trouble. The insurance companies
have declined to take this risk. I cannot
imagine why they should decline. My ex-
perience is that if insurance companies hear
of a house being erected which is not
covered, ove runs a risk of getting killed in
the rush for the business. If there is a
profit anywhere, they will do business; other-
wise they will not. They are not in business
for the good of their health.

Mr. Panton: Or the good of the com-
munity.

Mr. DAVY: No, they serve a useful pur-
pose or they would not exist. Every busi-
ness must be useful or clse it must die. We
have to face this impossible position. The
Minister proposes to bring down legislation
to start a new department—a State Insur-
ance Department. I should think such a
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measure would iun a fair risk of being de-
feated in another place. At the same time, the
diseases 1s progressing. Our first care should
be to consider the best way to cover the
men affected, and 1 suggest to the Minister
that the proper thing is to review the whole
position and see whether a more equitable
way cannot be devised o cover such men,
without resorting to squabbles or rows on
principle amongst ourselves.

Mr. Marshall: How would you suggest
that we get over the difficulty with all these
men out of the mines? Who would look
after them in the meantime?

Mr. DAVY: In South Africa :n entirely
different method is adopted. There no attempt
is made to cover affected miners by workers’
compensation. They are graded according
to the stage which the disease has reached,
and the whole system works very much
beiter than ours ean ever hope to do.

The Minister for Works: The mining com-
panies will not listen to that system.

Mr. DAVY: We need not bother about
that; we are not here to be dietated to. We
have to satisfy ourselves what is the best
and most equitable method of dealing with
this frightful problem.

The Minister for Works: What is wrong
with the present system?

Mr. DAVY: T have endeavoured to show
what is wrong. One thing clearly is that it
has thrust on the Government something
which they declare they have the greatest
possible reluetance in undertaking.

The Minister for Works: That is only a
ruestion of insurance,

Mr. DAVY: It is the resuit of the un-
guitable method of attacking the prodlem.
Anyhow, T have stated my views and T am
gatisfied that a number of members are in
agreement with me. I do not join in criticism
of the Gavernment for forecasting such o
small programme of legislation. I fear that,
s in past vears, it will grow as the session
progresses. Many people share the view
that we in Western Australia could get along
very well if we had né new laws for g num-
ber of years, bnt confined our attention te
the eonsolidation of existing laws and gave
the people. with respect to whom there is a
ridiewlons fiction that they all know the Iaw,
n chance o seftle down with a stable set
of obligations. I wonder what the people
would say to a party that went to the coun-
try with the slogan that they would have no
new legislation, except obvionsly necessary
legislation, for ten years. Probably they
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would be defeated. Every little section of
the community and aimust every individual
bas an idea that one particular law would
bring the willenaium  immediately.  Most
wembers, I believe, agree that we could very
well call u rest and have no new laws for
b or 15 years. The present position is he-
coming napussible. We have (o deal with an
enormous mass of statutes, and regulations
and bylaws that are poored oui from the
various departiments almost every day.
Where it will all end, it is ditlienlt o say,
but there will come a time when a seore of
lawyers together will be unable to tell us
the laws, and yel every pour wretched citizen
is deewed to know them all. If a man is
prosecated for a breach of the law, he has
to stand the penalty; he rveceives no consid-
cration if he pleads igmovance of the law.
I du not suggest that Lhe matters with which
I have dealt with wre the only points upon
wlich the Government could be eriticised,
but I do not wish to make myself too un-
popular with the Government.
still

Mr. Panton: Yon are the

headed boy.

Mr. DAVY : Let me express the hopse that
the season will prove as goud as it promises
fo be because, if we have not good govern-
went, we shall need all the better scason.

curlyv-

MR. WITHERS (Bunbury) [3.37): I
wish to deal with matters mentioned par-
ticularly in the Speech. Naturally I shall
have to eover wuch of the ground I trav-
ersed last vear, because T have not been so
iortunate as those members who have re-
ccived mueh consideration from the Govern-
meni and ave thankful for it. 1 am thankful
for one or two very small eoneessions, but
I do not believe in being content with small
things when I represent a district that is
warranted in its demand for the establish-
ment of higger works.  According to the
Spreech the returns indicate a eontinued ac-
tive demand for agricultural land. I realise
that, and T also realise that the greater pro-
portion of the 2,023,236 acres selected dur-
ing the last 12 months was taken up, not
in the South-West agricultural areas, but in
the outhack distriets. I am a strong believer
in settling the land adjacent to existing rail-
ways before going farther afield. Between
Pinjarra and Bunbury there are 300,000
arves of land which have been locked up and
left undeveloped, nofwithstanding that the
railway runs through it. That land is eap-
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able of providing heldings for hundréds of
settlers. To prove my argument I might
mention such places as Burekup, Roelands,
Harvey and Benger, which are amongst the
nest prosperous places in the South-West.
At the recent South-West conferenca Mr.
Johnston, of Harvey, read an interesting
paper on Jand settlement, and referred par-
tienlarly to the undeveloped land along the
South-Western railway. The land in that
arca is of mixed quality, but it contains
large loamy flats which, under culfivation,
would be capable of earrying as many head
ol stock as would any similar area elsewhere
in the State. Interspersed with these flats
is ¢lay land which at one time was consid-
ered to be valueless, but with improved
methods of farming and knowledge of the
value of topdressing, it is now recognised
to be amongst the best land procurable for
subterrancan clover. People who have es-
tablished pastures on clay land have become
prosperous.

Mr. Sampson: And 4 iz the finest potato
land

Mr. WITHERS: Yes.

Tne Mimster for l.ands: 1 have not for-
gotten that area, I shall remember it when
we gel our scheme approved.

Mr. WITHERS: T am glad to hear the
Minister say so, becaunse I urge the neeessily
for settling that land as socn as possible.
Tts execllence for closer settlement was
stressed by Mr. Johnston, who maintained
that an arca of 100 to 120 acres would earry
sufficient stock to enable a family to muke
a eomfortable living from dairving, pig rais-
ing and poultry raising. He quoted men at
Harvey who were working 80-acre blocks of
similar land and doing well. Here is an ex-
tract fromm Mr. Johnston’s paper—

We would summarise the estimated costs of
actual devdlopment as proposed under this
acheme as under, and inclusive of the cost nf
the land:—120 acres first c¢luss clay land at
£2 per acre, £240; part elearing and thinninz
out 50 acres at £1 10s, per acre. £75: plough-
ing, 50 acres at £1 10s, £75; dise cultivating
30 acres. three times at 4s., £10; drag har-
rowing and T-bar rolling, onee 2s. 50 acres,
£3: 100 bags subterranean clover burr at 6s,
£30: 10 tous super. at £5 10s,, two dressings
of 24 each, £35; other grasa seeds (mixture),
£25: sending. ecartage, freight, ete.. €1 ner
acre, £50; well or dam to value £50; 160 chns.
of 4-wire fencing at 10s. per chain, £80; ex-
teas, not specified £25; total. £720. We now
have nn area of 120 acres, 30 arres of which
ig under pasture. For the purchase of the
land, 50 acres pasture, water supply, houndary
fencing, and the 50 acres of pasture fenced off
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aid top dresscd, and the pasture in its sceond
year, the total cost has non execeeded the sum
of £73U. It can be said with confidence, ihis
work, all dene under contruet mnd superv’ision
should not excecd the figures, The teatures of
this secheme as placed before vou can he sum-
warised as follows:—It is an attemipt at closer
and continuous settlement. The land is already
served by railways. The nearness of the area
to be opened on to coastal lands, the eapital
and ports. The country is well watered, very
suitable for intensive cultivation, dairying and
pig-raising, and will produce potatoes, onions,
butter, cheese, milk, bacon, eggs, ete. Only
thig means the mouey that is now going to the
Eastern States will remain in Western Aus-
tralia. The task of drainage of this part of
the State has to be undertaken for cxisting
settlement. Therefore intensive setticment and
production s necessary and cssential, so that
production hecomes so high as to amply justify
the necessary drainage of this territory.

From people established in the South-West
I know that the proposed scheme could be
carried out. The work could be done, and
the fences pui up, and then pastures estab-
lished in the second year. The idea is not
to put the settlers on sustenance, but to have
the work done by contract and so prepare
farms ready for selection. The area would
be eut up into so many blocks, and appli-
cations would be called for the blocks, and
2 board would be appointed to decide who
should have the blocks. A person taking
up a block would then be responsible to the
Government for its price. He would have
50 acres of pasture fully matured and
ready for his stock, instead of hav-
ing to go on for two years, as wnder pre-
sent conditions, before receiving any re-
turn. I believe this scheme will prove better
than the group setilement seheme. I fully
understand that drainage is a big task, The
Governor’s Speech contains a reference to
the expenditure of about £250,000 on drain-
age in the South-West. The member for
Sussex  (Mr. Barnard) knows that the
scheme has meant great advantage to that
part of the State. The enormous volume of
water cominz down now proves the value of
the drainage which has been done near Bus-
selton. Certain parts of the area T rvefer to
are drained naturally by streams and brook-
lets.
servation, sueh as we already have at
Harvey, this part of the State would
hecome the irrigation area of Western
Australia. In support of this confention
T produce the last balance sheet of the
SBouth-West Co-operative Dairy Produets
Litd., zenerally called the Bunbury huiter
factory. That factory has heen established

With a proper svstem of water con--
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for 18 years, during which period it ha:
made wonderful progress. The balance
sheet proves that the factory continues fi
make rapid strides,

Mr. Sampson: It shows how mueh car
be done by co-operation.

Mr. WITHERS: The factory is purely co
aperalive. OQf the G67 shareholders, 477 ars
supplying cream to the factory, while 1
are what ave cslled “dry shareholders.” Th
dry shareholders receive nothing cxeept |
per cent. on the capital they have investet
in the eoncern. To-day one cannot beeome ¢
dry shaveholder. In the first instance dis
sharcholders were accepted in order that th
necessary financial backing might he secured
but now one must be a supplier of cream +
the factory before one can became a share
holder. During its last financial year th
faetory paid for butier fats at the rate o
1s. 7d. per lb., plus a bonus of 1d. per lb
The shareholders whe supplied cream, there
fore, recetved a dividend of 7 per cent. am
also a bonus of 1d. per 1b. on all butter fat.
they had sent to the factory during the year
The purchases of butter fals for the yea
amounted to £34412 13s. 2d. Manufactur
ing and testing materials cost £1,874 17
6d. Wages and salavies amounted to £4,4-4
14s.3d. Tuel and water cost £645 Ts, an
working expenses and machinery repair
£774 12s. 8d. Trade and travelling expense
absorbed £133 5s. 2d., and stafionery am
advertising £317 0s. 9d. Railage and cart
ing eane to £902 1s, Gd, and lighting am
felephone to £153 13s. 5d. Rates and taxe
totalled £132 6s. Gd. Tezal expenses are th
smallest itent of all, £9 9s. 6d. T quote thos
particulars in order to show the amount o
money circulated in the South-West hy th
efforts of this co-operative society, which i
extending its operations through the grow
settlement area at Manjimup. The so
ciety desires to purchase the Bussel
ton hutter factory from the State. Althoug
T am an advocate of State trading, as par
of the platform, I think that in the eircum
stances it would be a good thing if th
sociely were permitted fo obtain the Bussel
ton faelory at a rcasonable price, I sa

this  hecause the society is purely ec
operative, If the f{rapsfer should b
effeeted. TBusselton also would progres

sreatly in butter prodnetion.

M. Sampson: The =aciefty in queztion i
one of the hest managed concerns in th
Commenwealits.
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Mr. WITHERS: Sales of butter for the
vear totalleu £69,854 2s,; and ice sales dur-
g the summer wonths brought in £2,188
Us. 6d. Ior the three mouths of May, Juns
and July of this year the butter output of
the society exceeded the output for the same
period of the previous year by 33 tons. This
shows that the quantity of batter beine pro-
duced in the district is by no means small.
The auantity of eream received during the
last 12 months of the factory’s operations
was GG7 tons, for which £18,463 was paid.
Trom the eream 360 tons of ecommereial
butter was manufactured. Such suceess on
the part of a faclory established on the
seahoard, at Bunbury, and not among the
dairy farmers, goes to show that in spite of
all adverse eriticisms the South-West is
eminently adapted for the dairying indns-
try, and affords seope for further expansion
of that industry. Turning now to another
aspeet, [ may mention that just outsid
Bunbury there are three of the largest
poultry farms in the State. The South-
West also offers opportunities for pig-
raising, whieh has not heen exploited to as
great an extent as it might have been. He-
verting for a moment to the Bunbury butter
factory, let me stress the fact of the pro-
duction of an additional 33 tons of butter
during the last three months as proving
that the South-Western farmer now has
more knowledge of the subject of dairy
farming than he had two or three years ago.
The real eause of the increase in butter pro-
duction is to be found in the improved
methods of producing pastures: top-dressing
has come to stay in the South-West. In
fact, top-dressing has proved invaluable lo
the South-Western farmer. At Elgin, a
little siding on the Busselion line, just on
the outskirts of my electorate, there were
some few vears ago a number of very old
gettlers who made a little hutter and
hronght it into town for sale oeeasionally.
Though Elgin siding remains as it was 23
vears ago in point of accommedation, a
creat change has oecurred there. More
superphosphate is beinr delivered at that
siding for one man now than used to he
delivered there for the whole of the settlers
a few vears ago. [n return, there have har
as many as 60 eans of eream leaving Elgin
siding on one train. That faet illustrates
tlie advantace of closer settlement. Through-
ouf the South-West one sees to-day on every
station and siding eans of cream awaiting
despateh to the Bunbury butter factory.
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The cream cumes from as far as Bridge-
town. Now I would like to touch the fringe
of group settlement. This is a subject ot
which I perhaps do not understand as much
as members with settlements in their elec-
torates. From what I have gathered in
travelling through the groups, more especi-
ally in the Busselton azea, I ean certify that
some of the remarks made lnst night by the
member for Nelson (Mr. J. H. Smiih) are
justified. There has been, and there is, in
eroup seltlements a good deal of complaint
on (he score of the administration of the
gronps by one central board. The settlers
are desivous of having that system altered,
and they sogeest local boards. Their desire
sgems to fall in with the views held- by
south-wesiern residents generally. A mat-
ter espeeially agitating the minds of group
setilers 15 standardisation. Standardisation
means that n aeitler on one block is ex-
pected to make the game “do” of his land
as a man on possibly a mach superior bloek,

The Minister for Lands: That cannet be
su because the areas differ in size.

Mr. WITHERS : At any rate, the general
impression in the group areas is that the
system is such that a man 15 restiicted lo
catile raising whether his laud 13 =uitable
or not for the productivn of pastuves. They
eannot go in for poultry, piz raising or
whatever they may desire, but have to
develop their holdings in aeccordance with
the system I have indicated. Mr. Clark is
a prosperous farmer at Burekup. IIe under-
stands the agriculfural industry from A to
Z and is essentially a practieal man. He
hought some vropert» that was enpridered
to be stagnant and unsunitable for produe-
tion. The previous owner had allawed it
to get into sueh a state that the zeneral im-
pression was it would grow nothing. Mr.
Clark had a look at the property and eon-
ceived the idea that it would produee peas.
He cxperimented accordingly, and at last
vear’s agricultural conference in the South-
West he gave particulars of the production.
Unfortunately T have forgotten the details,
hut the ountstanding fact was that the peas
loosened the ground and made it suitable
for the growth of other commodities that
kad failed there previonsly. Tt is such ex-
periences as that of Ar. Clark that should
he availed of by those in authority in the
group areas. It wonld he productive of
much rood if some of these settlers who
have carred ont experiments successfully
and have proved what is possible with vari-
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ons types of land, were consulted to u
greater extent and thus assist in the task
of making our group settlers’ success more
assured. I am perfectly aware that some
people have not made much progress on
their holdings in the South-West althongh
some of them have been on ihair nlozks for
40 or 50 years.

The Minister for Lands: They have made
no attempt to achieve suecess.

Mr. WITHERS: That is guite trune, At
the same time we must realise that those
vld settlers had not at their disposal the
assistance of seience sueh as we have to-
day. The old farmers had to rely en natural
nmaunnres and had pot the artificial mannres
that play such a part in making the ground
productive in these days. 1 was pleased to
note in the Governor’s Speech that the Gov-
ernment had done so mueh towards supply-
ing wire netéing to the farmers in the wheat
belt in order to proteet them against the
invasion of the rabbit. It seems to me that
the people in those distriets should be more
grateful to the Government than apparently
they are. Settlers in the wheat belt have
received more from the Govermment than
liave those residing in any other part of
the State. The member for Nelson (Mr. J.
H. Smith) referred to the provision of an
agricultural college in the South-West, |
do not know that such an institution s alto-
gether necessary, but I do consider that we
are entitled to more consideration vegarding
the eslablishinent of experimental farms.
We had one some years ago, but a “D.S.0.”
named Willmott came on the seene and de-
stroyed the State orchard.

My, Lambert: What does D.S.0. stand
for?

Mr. WITHERS: The people down there
give him that title—“Destroyer of State Or-
¢hards.” That was at the Brunswick State
tarm, which comprised good land., Fruit
trees were growing there, but Mr. Willmott,
who was then a Minister, was not satisfied
with the progress, and in order to prove
that the orehard was not satisfactory, he had
the trees rooted out.

Mr, Lambert: Now the people have rooted
him out.

Mr. WITHERS: Perbaps that is the re-
sult of his action some years ago. Drainage
is an important question in the South-West,
and will have to receive even greater ntten-
tion in the future. Our timber trads has
contributed largely towards the prosperity
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of the State. Thus it is that the Sonth-West
bas contributed to a great extent (o the
finances of the State. Last year I suggested
that the timber trade was looked upon as a
diminishing asset and that we would have
to look to reforestation to make up the de-
fictency. T am pleased to note that the Gov-
ernment are alive to that fact, and that large
areas in the South-West have been planted
with pines. Plantations have been estab-
lished in several eentres, so that when the
hardwoods have decreased bevond a certam
point, we will be able to turn our attention
to the softwoods we are establishing to-day.
Regarding railway e¢onstruction, I am
pleased to know that the Lake Grace-New-
degate railway has been completed. Fol-
lowing upon that work I hope te be able
to seeure more facilities in Bunbury to cope
with the extra harvest that will be handled
from that portion of the State. I can deal
with that matter more cxtensively when the
Estimates are under consideration. I en-
dorse the appeal made by the member for
Nelson (Mr. J. H. Smith), who urged the
Government to push ahead with their legis-
lation to anthorice the comstruction of the
Boyup Brook-Cranbrook railway and to pro-
teed with the work as soon as the Bill be-
comes law. T know the distriet affected
well; some of the settlers have been estab-
lished there for upwards of 50 years. In
the past many of them have had to make
the long journey into Bunbury in bullock
drays. They have grown fruit trees and
established orchards 18 miles away from the
railway siding. It is time that they received
some consideration in recognition of the
pioneering work they have done in the
Sonth-West. There may not be much land
suitable for closer settlement in the distriet
covered by the line, because it is fairly well
settled now, I agree with the contention of
the member for Nelson that there is an
abundance of timher there that has bheen
ieft almost untouched, At the present time,
however, jeople are working three shifts
with motor lorries, carting sleepers from 20
miles out in the hack country. Hon. mem-
ters will readily appreciate the condition of
the roads iraversed by the lorries.

Mr. C. P. Wanshrough: They are shifting
the roads,

Mr. WITHERS: Fortunately it is iron-
stone country and so far the roads are in

better condition than those in other parts
of the State. That is more than can he said
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for the greater part of the South-West. At
the present rate that state of affairs will not
zxist very long if the motor lorries con-
tinne to use the roads. I do not say ihey
should not be allowed to do so, but it the
railway were constructed the sleepers would
be conveyed by rail and much expenditure
on the roads that will be necessarv in the
future will be saved. Some of the residents
still drive their old-time wagoneites and
have not purchased motors because they ex-
pect the railway fo be built in the near
future. 1 hope therefore that the Govern-
ment will go ahead with the construction of
the line as soon as the Bill is agreed to.
Dealing with road construction generally in
the South-West, we eannot conseicntiously
claim to have any roads at all in that part
of the State. One could bardly designate
them as roads, but we certainly have areas
where the roads ought to be. The Minister
for Works realises the importance of this
question. The task is a big one, and he is
making every effort to cope with it. T trust
the time is not far distant when he will be
able {o finalise matters regarding the Fed-
eral scheme. I know the State will be be-
hind the Minister so0 that we can make a
start with a reasonable road policy. I hope
to see the Roelands quarries thrown open
again because the metal available there has
been proved to be of a quality suvitable for
road construcfion. If that be done, there
will be ample freight available for empty
railway tracks during the winter months.
Road repair work will then be possible in
many districts and work will be available
for the unemployed. Naturally, it is im-
possible to construet roads in the South-
West during the winter months, and they
will have to be attended to at other perind-
of the year, so that the position will arise
that work will be available on the roads
practically continuously throughoni the
year.

Sitting suspended from G.15 to 7.30 pm.

Mr. WITHERS: Before tea I was about
to touch on the Bunbury harbour. T notice
the Speech states thai dredging operations
have been continued at Bunbury. 1 was
wondering if that was a misprint, for I
know only too well that dredging operations
have heen discontinued at Bunbury. How-
ever, I hope that in the near fulure they
wiil be continued. Only a week or two ago
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1 went down the wharf {0 see what the coan-
ditions were during the storny period we
were then passing through., About baif-way
down the wharf I noticed there was as much
sand as water travelling at terriffie speed
Irom the estuary towards the break-water.
But despite its speed it was obvious that
quite a lurge percentage of the siit was de-
positing itself on the harbour bed. Silting
this year will be a serious problem, and I amn
anxious to hear from the Minister what is to
be done towards providing the nuecleus of the
new scheme. We¢ must look facts in the
face. The Bunbury harbour is older than
am [, and portion of the wharf in use to-day
is #t Jeast as old a8 I am. The improvement
of the harbour is essential to the progress
of the South-West. The jetty will not with-
stand the pressure upon it much longer. We
do not want to see it meet the fate of the
Fremantle hridge. The teredo worm is des-
troying the piles in the jetty. One can see
that with his own eyes, to say nothing of
the cost of repairs. Seo something more
than the mere dredging of the siit in the
harbour is required in Bunbury. The ton-
nage exported from Bonbury last year does
not compare favourably with the figures of
the previous year. The revenue was £2,000
less than in the previous year, due princi-
pally to the falling of in the bhunkering
trade and in wheat. Lasf year we shipped
18,000 tons less than in the previous year.
The port should be receiving the bulk of the
bunkering trade, but to get that we require
an improved harbour.

Fon. G. Taylor: Do you not want to im-
prove the coal¥

Mr. WITHERS: I will leave that to the
member for Collie, Due to lack of accom-
modation and perhaps also te lack of faeili-
ties, we are not getting the bunkering trade
that we should get. Shipments of jarrah
have heen maintained fairly well, although
not up to the level of the previous year;
but that shonld be compensated by the extra
amount of bunkering and the extra quantity
of wheat in the geographical zone of Bun-
bury, The jarrah exported last year
amounted to 205,726 loads of 50 cubic feet;
wheat 24,362 tons; coai 10,116 tons, or
18,000 tons less than in the previous year;
apples 625 tons; potatocs 369 tons: general
382 tons; a total tonnage »f 378,671 tons
of an approximate value of £1,915431. So
the nort of Bunbury has been responsible
for a fair amount of revenue. Imports re-
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presented 7,458 tons, including 5,000 tons
of naphtha and kerosene. Imports by rail
included 333 tons of kerosene and 1,879 tons
of naphtha. The total cargo handled during
the year wus 386,129 tons. "Therc were 138
steamers of a net regiscered tonnage of
343,442 tous and a gross registered tonnage
of 534,639 tons. I am quite justified in again
hringing under the notice of tue Giovernment
the necessity for something being done at
the port of Bunbury. It should be treated
as an urgent matter. As to the railway,
Bunbury suflers from a congestion. We
have in the yard a bottle neck through which
the whole of the trafiic has to pass, with the
result that in the peak seasons we are con-
siderably  congested.  This  matter was
hrought before the 1’remicr during his visit
to Bunbury, as was alse the inadequate ac-
commodalbion for the locomotive runniny
staff. T have it on good authorty that the
falling off in the wheab shipments has been
due to the svstem operating at Buonbury,
where there is a weighbridge of obsolete
type. Tt 1s a double weighbridee, and the
shippers of wheat have to acedpt the railway
weirhts. On going into the figures we find
the average weight given over that weirh-
bridee is 1lb. less per bag than is paid for
hy the millers when buying wheat for grist-
ing. The miller is not going to pay for 1llh.
more per bag than he is actually getting;
and the wheat weighed at the siding hefore
going fo the mills works out at a little more
than 11b. per hag as against the weight over
the weighbridge at Bunbury. 8o imagine
the ioss fo the Railway Department in re-
spect of a chipload of 80,000 bags! Then
there is the loss to the shipper and the loss
fa the producer; so the State is losing all
that money as the result of using an obsolete
weighing machine.

AMr. Lindsay: It is a serious statement fo
nale,

Mr. WITHERS: Yes, but T have the fig-
ures here to prove it. I would not bave
made the statement had I not the fipures.
That question must be considered as a part
of Lhe new railway yards to be provided un-
der the new Bunbury harbour scheme.
Whilst on the question of railways, I should
like to express my appreciation of the atti-
fudr of the Government in granting inereases
to the railway staff and also introducing the
-H-hour week, The railway men are very
anxious to know when the 44-hour week is to
he extended to the whole of the serviee, and
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when long service leave is to be granted to
the wages slaff. The Government have al-
ways been sympathetic towards the railway
men and ready to recognise the valoe of
their services. 1 lope they will continue to
extend that just recognition of the men who
are doing suel yeoman service for the State.

Mr. Latham: What about giving some-
thing to those not in the Railway Depart-
ment?

My, WITIIERS: | think the primary pro-
ducers generally appreciate the fuct that the
men working on the railways have at all
times done their best to shift the farmers’
produce. The average railway man is al-
ways anxious te do his best for the farmers,
and indeed for all primary producers.
Speaking from an experience of 25 years,
I am satisfed that railway wmen are really
soclal outeasts. Rnilway men, and partieu-
larly the running staff, being in the employ
of the general publie, have to work at holi-
day time when other people are on pleasure
bent.

Hon. G. Taylor: Yon do not suggest that
is the only time they do work.

Mr. WITHERS: They work harder on
holidays than on other days. I was on the
roldfields for some years, and in that elimate
one eould appreciate a holiday in the sum-
mer time, hut beeause the peak season was
{he summer time and relieving hands conld
not be obtained from the coast, the men had
to take their holidays during the winter
time.

Mr. Latham: Many workers do not get
an annual holiday.

Mr. WITHERS: The holidavs granted to
the raibway men are not commensurate with
the inconvenience that they suffer thronghout
the vear. We should encourage people to
travel more on holidavs by reducing the
fares. Cheap tickets should be issued to the
seaside vesorts. not only in summer time. hut
all the year ronnd.

Mr. Latham: Yon want a bit more cen-
tralisation.

Mr. WITHERS: No, but T should like
peonle to have the opportunitvy to travel
from the hack country to such salohrious
places as York.  Thev would do that if
cheap tickets were issned.

Mr, Lindzav: What about Wealeatchem?

Mr. WITHERS: Anyone whe would go
there would not deserve a halidav.

Hon. G. Tavlor: Our chief tronhle is that
ton manv nenanle are coming to the eitv.

Mr. WITHTERS: T am speaking of Bun-
bury and other seaports. Last vear, in com-
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pany with the member for Williams-Nar-
rogin (Mr. E. B. Johnston), I approached
the Ratlway Department and sugzested that
at the end ot the harvest season a fast week-
end train should be run from Narrogin to
Bunbory. 1 felt that such a train would
bring ndditional revenue to the department,
and provide a service that would be appre-
ciated. The department did not give the
request the consideration I cxpected, but
that is their affair. If the departinent will
ngt take advantage of such suzgeslions, the
member for the distriet cannot fairly be ae-
cused of falling down on his job. Though
Western Australia is a young State, it is
quite old enough to improve its railway sys-
fem in order to cope with the ever-growing
opposition of read traflic. I have nothing
to say against the vond velticles, but when
we have an cstablished railway system,
elforts should be made to ensure that it
caters betier for the public than it is doing
at present. Then people would make far
ereater use of our railways than is made of
them to-day. In the Speech there is refer-
ence to the Collie power scheme. I do not
ulbject to the term “Collie” power scheme,
but I would point out that the agitation for
it commes trom a considerable portion of the
South-West, and is not confined to Collic.
This scheme will be of tremendous import-
ance to the Sonth-West. Tt was pleasing
indeed to find that after a couple of confer-
ences had been held, finality was reached
and that the Premier has come to our assist-
ance on a pound for pound hasiz. Qne ecan
hardly conceive the seope for expansion that
the power seheme will make possible. In the
South-West ave minerals of various kinds
that it would he well worth while fo prospect
if power were available.  Tnequiries have
heent masde with a view fo estahlishinz salt
works at Lake Preston. I bave it on zoad
authority that if cheap power were avail-
able. electrolyvtic works would be estahlished.
The Mi. Tvell Cempany have purchased an
aren of about 80 acres at Picton Junction,
four miles from Bunbury, to estahli<h works
for the manufaeture of superphns-hate. The
power scheme will not only assist these in-
dustries but will be an incentive to people
to establish other indusiries in that part of
the State. The water in numerous streams
could be econserved. and windmills and oil
engines could he serapped in favour of elec-
tric power supplied by the scheme. The
possibilities that cheap power open un are
hevond conception.  The Bunburv electrie
plant is ohsolete, and an enormons sum
would be required to remodel it. When the
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Bill authorising the Collie power scheme
comes before us, I hope it will receive the
support of members whe are not closely
identified with the South-West. T am al-
ways prepared to support proposals for the
benefit of other districts.

Hon. G. Taylor: Albany is looking for a
little support.

Mr. WITHERS: I do not know whether
the Sonth-West scheme would be’ extended
to Albany. The frst part of the scheme will
invelve an expenditure of about £220,000,
but the ultimaic scheme is designed to link
up Narrogin and all the intervening dis-
tricts. It is nol intended that the scheme
shall serve merely the districts between
Collie and Biinbury. The object s to gen-
erate current at the pit’s mouth at the cheap-
est possible rate, and thus confer upon the
districts to be served the many advantages to
be derived from cheap power. The member
for Nelson (Mr.J. H, Smith) will appreciate
the fact that cold storage for fruit should
be provided 2t Bunbury. The cool stores at
Brideetown, as well as those at Mt. Barker,
have meant mueh fo those districks. By
providing eool stores at Bunbury we shall
be able to assist the apple growers in the
Bridgetown distriet as well as those in other
districts that have not cool stores. (ool
stores on the water front would make a
wonderful difference to the condition in
which the fruit was shipped.

Mr. J. H. Smith: T was told that no more
fruit would be shipped from Bunbury un-
less gome such provision were made.

Mr. WITHERS: T appreciate that faet.
Tast night the member for Swan (M.
Sampson) referred to the mental reecption
home, which is mentioned in the Speech. I
have had oceasion fo realise the inaderunacy
of the observation ward at present in use.
The treatment meted out to patients, who
have berome normal and are waitine to re-
turn to their friends, is next door to crim-
inal. Only last week T heard of a case.

Hon. G. Tavlor: Are you referring to the
observation ward?

Mr. WITHERS: Yes. In Lhe ward there
is hardly room for prople to walk about.

Hon. G, Taylor: The ward is a disgrace.

Mr. Sampson: Tt is one of the greatest
seandals in the State,

Mr. WITHERS: I am glad the Govern-
ment intend to do something to improve the
aceommodation for sueh patients. The fime
for doing so is long overdue. Amongst the
Tegislation forecasted in the Speech is a Bill
dealing with State insurance. This after-
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noon we have been inforined of the legal
aspect; in fact, we were treated to almost a
sceond reading speech on the Bill, although
the measure has not yet been introduced. I
am pleased that the Government intend to
proceed with State insurance. Wheraver
I go I am asked, “When are you people
going fto bring down a measure for State
insurance?’ and this sort of inguiry is not
confined to people who support Labour. The
time is ripe for such action on the part of
the Government and, in spite of the oppo-
gition indicated by the member for West
Perth {Mr. Davy), I hope that when the Bill
is explained to members, they will agree
with the Government that it is necessary.

Mr. Sampson: It would have been pro-
per on the part of the Government to re-
frain from introducing State insurance un-
til Parliament had approved of it.

Mr. WITHERS: I am pleased at hav-
ing had this opportunity to diseuss several
important matters, I have tried to impress
upon the Government the necessity for do-
ing something for the South-West, and
when I speak on the Address-in-reply next
year I hope I shall be able to say to the
Government, “Thank you for what you have
done for the South-West.”

MR. LINDSAY (Toodyay} [8.0]: This
is the last session of the present Parliament.
It may be that 1, as with many other mem-
bers, will not be here next year. Apparently,
from the speeches that have been delivered,
that is in the minds of some members, al-
though they have not said so. I have been
told by older members that the last session
of Parliament is generally used for the pur-
pose of talking to the electors. It is a sort
of window-dressing in order to secure a
majority for their particular parly at
clection times. After hearing the speeches,
particularly the remarks of the Premier,
I agree that this statement is probably
true. It is usual, when preaching a sermon
or delivering a funeral oration, to take a
text. The Premier nsed for his text some-
thing Dr. Saw bad said sbont eordisl re-
lations. He then proceeded to preach his
funeral oration. Evidently by the personal
vindictiveness he displayed towards this
little party, it was the funeral oration of his
party, with the Country Party figuring in;
the role of the burying party. He alsol
talked about cordial relations, and at once
procceded to pour vitriol into the cordial
in order to poison any relations that ex-
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isted. Me also talked about assassing’ knives
and cannibals, and three-legged pots and the
faltening up ol missionaries, These cordial
relations between the United Party and tne
Couniry Party may exist. IFrom my obser-
vation of the faces of many members of the
United P'arty, L should have thought they
were the cannibals, and that we were the
missionaries and were héing done to a furn.
The Premier alse dealt with the P.P.A. or-
wanisers.  Apparently, he objected to our
having organisers in the group seitlement
areas. We belong to a union and -belicve in
unionism.

Mr. Sleeman: I suppose yon believe in
preference to unionisfa.

Mr. LINDSAY: When we are in the
Government, and have been there for some
little time, we shall be able to talk about
that. At present we have to use moral sna-
sion with those who are engaged in indus-
tries te join our wnion, We thmmk we have a
vight to do this. The Premier talked about
the member for York, the member for Wag-
in, the member for Moore, and the member
for Irwin, and about the other people who,
armed with assassins’ knives, were chasing
them. T suggested at the time the Premiex
was speaking that he might finish the story,
hut he did not do se. I intend to finish it
now. W also have organisers in Albany,
in Yilgarn, in Greenough, and in Geraldton.
What is more, althongh T am sorry to have
to say it, we shall in future have an organ-
iser in Kanowna.

Mr. Sleeman:
to say in Boulder.

Mr. LINDSAY: We think we have a
right to these orzanisers. There was re-
cently an election for the Central Province.
A very able man, and a white man, the sit-
ting member, was defeated. He told me how
he was defeated. He said he was deteaied
by the operations of the A W.U,, of which
the Premier is a member. Within the last
few months the organisation with which 1
am connected has increased its membership
bv thousands. We have done that with the
aid of our organisers, but the best organiser
we have is the AAW.U.

Mr. Sleeman: Then why complain aboui
it?

Mr. LINDSAY : The Premier was making
very loving advances to the United Party.
He said he did not know why we had nc
organiser in the electorate of the Leader of
the Opposition. T am sorry the member for
Northam is not here, for I ghould like to

I thought you were going
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qarn him that there is an assassin’s knife
n his electorate, and that it is a longer
nd a sharper knife than any other we have.
'he Labour Party has an organiser therc.
vpparently the Premier can see the writing
n the wall, He realises that the Country
‘arty nre eoming back at the nexi elections
tronger than they are now, and is very

nuch afraid that his party will be in the

ainority. He has had a taste of power and
e likes it, and he wants to retain it, He has
herefore approached my friends opposite in
wder to gzet a coalition with them,

The Premier: Ah!

Mr. LINDSAY: The Premier went fur-
her.. As a member of Parliament, ¥ have
1 vight to reply to eriticism. 1 do not object
o the criticisin of the Premier, or anyone
lse, except as far as my private business
roes.  The Premicr talked about this party
15 representatives of the primary prodncers.
Je said, “The member for Irwin has grown
nore wheat in one year, and ploughed more
wcres than the whole of your party com-
sined.” That is not true. 1t is like many
sther statements he has made. Tt is un-
rue,

The Premier: I rise to a point of order.
The hon. member said I have made state-
nents in the House that are not true. [
i#k for 2 withdrawal.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. LINDSAY: [ withdraw, 1 du not
svofess to be a plutoeratic land owner; !
un just an ordinary farmer.

The Premier: A cockie.

Mre, LINDSAY : T have an ovdinary aver-
1ze acreage and live the ordinary averags
life of a farmer, one of the people I repre-
sent. T live the life of a farmer. eat the
food of a farmer, do the work of a farmer,
and think the thoughts of a farmer. [
think I am as fit and proper a person t»
represent that class of farmer as anyon«
else, although I cannot represent the elass
nf the member for Trwin. We lind the
I’'remier oecupying another role. T expect
when tlie Road Board Bill ecomes down
members opposite will he urging the prin-
eiple of one man, one vote. These demo-
vrats will say, “Why should property have
votes?’ Later on there will be brought
down a Bill to alter the franchise of the
Legislative Council, They will then say.
“Why should these property cualifications
exist? Why should these men who own a
lot of property have more say in the rov-
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ernment of the country than we have?”’
The Premier said that because the member
for Irwin grew a million aeres of wheat, he
was a fit and proper person to represent the
primary producers.

The Premier: T did not say that.

My, Lutey: That is quite wrong.

Mr. LINDSAY: The Premier said the
member for Irwin had grown more acres of
wheat in ouwe year, and plonghed mom:
aeres, than the rest of the Country Party
had done all their lives.

The Premier: Yes, but I did not say all
that you have atiributed to me.

Mr. LINDSAY : I noticed a little while
ago in the Press that the Premier, whilst
tn Melbourne, represented the AW.U. as
a delegate,

The Premier: That is not true.

Mr. LINDSAY : 1 only say I saw it in the
paper. There is 2 wnion of workers engaged
in our industries. We are nol opposed tu
unionism.

The Premier: Oh, no!

Mr. LINDSAY : We have no right to
compel anyone to join a union. We cannut
tell any farmer or producer that he musl
join a union, as members opposite ecan do.
We have not the power they have to-day,
but we say that every man engaged in our
industry should join our union, and we re-
serve the right to ask him to do so. I am
surprised to hear the Premicr, who talks
so much ahout and believes so much iu
unionism, attempt to belittle the organisa-
tion to which I helong.

The Premier: Not beeause 1t is a union,
but because of its methods.

Mr., LINDSAY: Our methods have beci
described by the Premier. We have
assassins’  knives in the hands of our
organisers, who are compelling people in
join our union. When I heard the Premier
talking about assassing’ knives, eannibals,
three-legged pots, and so on, [ thought that,
althongh he makes a master politician, he
would make a lovely villain in the pictures.
How the flappers would flock to get a look
at him !

The Premier: If T had vour face T would
put up as a villain in the pietures.

Mr. LINDSAY : Last session the member
for Katanning made certain remarks with
regard to the emplovment of workers at t*-
Labour Burean. He said that before they
conld get a job there they must have =a
union ticket.

My, Griffiths: That was last session,
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My, LINDSAY : That statement was
denied by several members opposite. ]
think the Minister for Works said that the
stalement was untrue, that a worker coul-
get a job at the bureau if he agreed to join
a union, and that he could pay his tee aftem
the second pay, That max have been the
case then. 1 have no reason to think other-
wise. While the Minister was making that
statement, other statements appeared in tha
Press eoniradicting it. Now we know thai
this is the position. The unemployed talk
about industrial conseription. One of their
number said that, although he had been o
member of a union for 40 years, when he
applied at the bureau for a job he was told
that until he took out his AW U. ticket he
could not get a job.

The Premier: I say that is untrue. Tt is
merely an anonymous statement in the
Press. That is the sort of thing on which
you are hasing your arguments.

Mr. Giriffiths: What does Meade S‘lyi’

Mr. LINDSAY: I have no doubt thal
Meade’s stafement is eorreect.

The Premier: But that is not Meade's
statement.

Mr. LINDSAY : T have no doubt Meade's
statement is correct to-day, although it was
probably ineorrect yesterday, becanse to-
day he happens to belong to the Trades and
Lahour Couneil.

The Premier: But you were not dealing
with Meade’s statement. You should not
switch across at me when I say that the
other statement is not true.

Ay, Sampson: If he does not belonz 1o
the A.W. U, he mnst belong to some other
union,

The Premier: That is not the poiitt the
hon. member was making.

Mr. LINDSAY : This man said, “If T had
heen a member of the AW.G., that jo»
would have been beld open for me

The Premier: That is not true.

Mr. LINDSAY: He said, “They
plumping for the AW UY

The Premicr: Who is he?

Mr, LINDSAY: And he added, “Aund are
compelling men fo become members.” This

are

statement appears in the “West Aunstra-
lian.”

The Premier: By whom was it written?

Mr. LINDSAY: I do not know,

The Premier: It is not true.

My, Giriffiths: What about the deputa-
tion?

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. LINDSAY: Mr. W. E. Meade said
he was organiser for the unemployed and
represented the single men. His is the only
name I ¢an find here. The deputation ex-
pressed appreciation of what had alveady
been done by the member for Subiaen and
other people. Later on the report says that
Meade had beer to the Trades IIall and
that Mr. Kenneally, Mr. Mooney, and the
present secretary had fixed things up to his
satisfaetion. In this House, during this
session, when the question of our union,
which seems so much to annoy sowme mem-
bers, was being dealt with, T heard the Min-
ister for Works interjeet, “Who pays the
Arbitration Court fees?” I contend that
onr uoion has a perfect moral right to try
to make every primary producer in the
Btate join, and this for the very reason ad.
vanced by the Minister for Works. The
Primary I'roducers’ Association pay their
own Arbitration Court fees, and it has
cost them hundreds of pounds to tighi un-
just claims made by the union ot which the
Premier is a member. The member for
Menzies (Mr. Panfon) recently said that
even the blind workers have a union. 7The
members of our union are not blind,

Mr. Marvshall: It all depends on ihe point
of view,

Mr. LINDSAY: Last week the membe:
for Walanning (Mr. Thomson) spoke of the
profit made by the Fremantle Iachow
Trust. giving the amount as £140,000,  Thy
Premier snbsequently stated that the awount
was not £140,000, but only £130,000. [t i:
almost a habit of members opposite to con
tradict statements made by the member for
Katanning. In this instance 1 took the
trouble to ascertain whether the member for
Watanning was right or the Premier wa-
right. The “Statistical Register” for 1925
26, whieh T hold in my hand, states that the
surplus earnings of the Fremantle Rarbom
Trust over working expenses and interes
and sinking fuud amounted to £140,517.

The Premier: That was for the previon-
vear.

Mr. LINDSAY :-For 1925-26.

The Uremier: Noj; for the previous vear

Mr. LINDSAY: The memher for Watan
ning made a statement that was earrect, an’
the Premier, for the purpose of helittling
him, contradieted the statoment.

The Premier: T said the profit far la-l
year was £130.000. The member for Witan.
ning said it was €140,0040,
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Mr. LINDSAY: The member for Katan-
ning made a statement which is true, and
which 1 have shown {o be true. The profit
15 diseluzed to every member of the House
oy the =Stalistical Register” was £140,000,
but the I’remier said it was £130,000, Any
wsertion is good enough if it belitiles the
member for INatanning.

The Premier: {Can't you read the dates?

Mr. LINDSAY: The member for Katan-
ning further stated that Mr. H. V. McKay
mtended to manufacture agriculiural mach-
inery m Western Australia; and that before
ioing so he cntered into negotiations with
the unions, or with the Labour Party, to
ascertain whether they would allow him to
1o so. The nicmber for Katanning ihere-
upon stated as a fact that Mr. McKay had
not starfed implewent works here, because
»f Labour opposition o piece work. The
Minister for Works immediately said, “You
are wrong ; the Labour Party are not against
sieee work; they have pleee work in opera-
tion now. It was the Engineers’ Union who
spposed the scheme, MeKay has sinrted
works in Western Australia.”

The Minister for Works: Thal was not
my statement.

Mr., LINDSAY: I bappen to know sowme-
thine about the matler, Last March T was
in Melbourne and met JMr. Mckay, who
placed his agricultural expert at my dis-
posal, together with a motor car, and offered
to drive me anywlere 1 wanted to go in
Victoria. I did go through My, MeKay's
works, and what struck me as remarkabhle
n {lwem was that every man was not only
working, hut very much interested in his
work. I looked at my wateh and said to
Mr. Gillespie, who accompanied me through

he  works, “It is 5 minates to 12
yelock now and no one has knocked
#t77 A illespie replied, “We do not

<nock off till 127 [ said, *My experi-
mee i- that  usually  the workers stop
1 liftle before knock-off time to elean them-
selves up.”  He said, “They do not do that
acre on piece work.” 1 had lunch with My
MeKay, and spent two or three hours in
s company. I asked him to explain the
systern of piece work to me, and aues-
ioned him eoneerning the carnings of
e men on pigee work ratex. He showed
ne a waiting list of hundreds of men
in other workshops who were anxious to
anter his works because the men there were
recelvine larzer weekly payments than thosz
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obtaining in olther Vietorian workshops. 1
discussed with My. MeKay the question of
his establishing werks in Western Aus-
tralia, We had a map before us, and spoke
about the wheut yield. Mr. MeKay told me
of the result of his last visit to Weslern
Australia, when he discussed his proposals
with the Leader ot the Opposition. He said
to me that he was coming over again him-
self, but unfortunately the illness of his
brother, Mr, I, V., MeKay, prevented bim
trom getting away. One of the young
MeKays came to Western Australia and
kad a eonference with the Engineers’ Union
in respect of only one part of the business,
the assembling of machinery, not the man.-
facture of machinery. MelCays have been
wstablished for the assembling of wachinecy
at Fromantle Lor cight or ten years. The
expansion of the business was such as to
render their area at Fremantle too small,
and they purchased a block of land at Majy-
lands.  They have not, however, spent one
shilhng in erecting a huilding at Maylands.
Alb they are doing there s the as-
semhling of hdrvesters. The assembling of
reapers and (hreshers and binders is done
at Fremantle. This question was decided
by the politieal side of the Labour move-
ment.

Mr. Sleeman: You know nothing about it.

Mr. LINDSAY: 1 have the statement of
Mr. Muooney made through the Press.

Mr. Sleeman: My, Mooney is not on the
political side, anvway.,

Mr. LIXDSAY : Mr. Mooney stated—

I have sent circulars to the unions, and have
callel a conferenee for Friday next, July 2,
to which represeatatives of the Fremantle and
Midland Junciion district counecils of the Aus-
tralian Labour Party have also been invited.
I may be wrong, hut T am under the im-
pression that the Fremantle, Midland TJune-
tion, and Perth distriet eouncils are political
hodies,

The Minister for Works: They are in-
dustrial bodies too.

Mr. LINDSAY ¢ I acree that they are
botl, However, they are not exactly the
representatives of the unions concerned in
the industry. They are in the nature of
politieal bodies. I agree Lhat certain unions
were represented at that meeting, but those
were nof the unions to be engaged in the
industry of making machinery. They were
unions representing the whole Lalour move-
ment of Western Anstralia.

The Premier: You are wrong.
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Mr. LINDSAY: | may be wrong, If 1
am, 1 stand correeted. [ leave the publi:
to decide. We primary producers are now
liolding a conference in Wellington-street.
It is an industrial econference. Hon. mewm-
bers opposite, I have no doubt, will disagree
with that view and will say that we are
nothing but a political body. I admit that
we are both industrial and political. How-
ever, the present point is that I agree that
Mr. Mooney says certain unious were repre-
sented at the meeting. I am disposed 10
think, though I may be wrong in thinking,
that the gathering was also politieal.

The Premier: There was po une present
at the council meeting except representa-
tives of the unions.

Mr. LINDSAY: A proposul was put up
to the eouncil by Mr. McKay, and the
council turned it down. T have been tolil
that Western Australian  wheat-growers
would not get their machinery one penny
cheaper if the machinery industry were
established here. Leaving that aspeet «
altogether, I ask would it not be an excellent
thing for Western Australia«if three or lovv

hundred men were employed in making
machinery here?

The Premier: Yes.

Mr. LINDSAY: Of course. The unious

in diseussing the matter, ongzhi to have con-
sidered Western Australia as well as them-
selves.

The Premier: Don’t you think they did?

Mr. LINDSAY: tow did Lhey consider
Western Australia ¢  Did they inquire
whether in Victoria the industry was car-
ried on in a manner detrimental to the
interests of the workers ¥ Tnquiries in
Vietoria would have shown them that thut
is not go.

The Minister for Works: I know mora
ahout the Vietorian machinery industry
than you do.

Mr. LINDSAY : When I went into
MeKay's workshops in the afternoon, I was
on my own, and I then asked the men there
about the results of piece work. I did not
speak to the men working the machines, be-
eause they were too busy to talk to me; but
I asked the foreman in eharge of a section
of the shop, “Is the piece work system satis-
factory to the men?” His reply was that
the men would not ¢hange back to the daily
ware. [ put the qguestion to three different
foremen, and got the same answer from
each of them. There has been no industrial
trouble in McKay's works for many years,
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simply because Mclay’s works have
proper method of dealing with such que
tions., They are dealt with not throug
union secretaries or organisers, but throuy
one mun appointed by a particular scetic
ol the shope. That man meets a membs
of the supervision or office staff.

Mr. Heron: That is job contral

Mr. LINDSAY: Having investigated tl
imatter on the spot, 1 am quite eonvinee
that MeI{ay's workers are better satistie
uvnder picee work conditions than the
would be on day work.

The Minister for Railways: Even if the
are, these other fellows have the same rigl
to decide for themselves.

Mr. LINDSAY : 1 would not darve t
speak of “these other fellows.” They migl
tackle me it 1 did so. 1 will ¢all the
workers, The workers who exercise a ¢or
siderable amount of control over th
financial position and policy of the Go
ernment should consider someone else besid
themselves. They should alsa  eonside
Western Australia.

The Minister for Railways: So they do.

Mr. LINDSAY: Let me deal with tl
question whether the primary produce
would get machinery any cheaper if the fa
tory was established here. I agree with tt
Minister for Railways that the worke
should decide upon their own jobh. I woul
not expeet the Trades and Labour Coune
to econsider the question of the wheat grov
ers’ cost of production. That is even beyon
my thinking, But I have been chipped wit
the assertion that the establishment of tt
industry here would not reduce the price ¢
agricultural machinery. While I was goin
throngh McKay's workshops, eombined dril
wore being built; a number of them were o
the floor. Mr. Gillespie told me that thos
drills were Tor Western Australia. T aske
him, “Why build them and finish them here
Youn have to pull them down again.” He n
plied, “Yes, but we find it absolutely nece:
sary to do that in the case of these machine
—build them here, pull them down, pac
them, and rvebuild them in Western Aw
tralia.”  That is not done with everv kin
of machinery. Harvesters intended for Wes!
ern Australia are partly assembled. and the
cre put in bhig erates. We have to pay fi
those crates, and for the unpacking of tk
harvesters, and for rebuilding them. TUr
doubtedly the primary producer in Wester
Australia pays a good many more pound
for the same machinery than the nrimar
producer in Victoria. I am assured that i
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the macltinery industry were established in
Western Australia, we would get our ma-
chinery at the same price as the Vietorians
et theirs.

The Minister for Works: The manufac-
turers would make you a present of all the
freight and handling charges. '

Mr. LINDSAY: | admit that we would
have to pay something on aceount of those
items, 1 agree that the freight on iron and
other materiais shipped from, say, New-
castle would mean a slight addition to the
cost of our machinery. But that addition
would he nothing like so heavy as the freight
we now pay on machinery packed in crates.
Moreover, the machinery would not have to
be rebuilt.

The Minister for. Works: I give you every
assurance of assistance towards Lhe estab-
lishment of thal industry here.

Mr. LINDSAY: \We are in competition
with America, and my belief is that the Aus-
tralian workers, if they were allowed to do
a fair day’s work, would be equal to any
workers in the world. [If the piece-work sys-
lem is good enough for Ameriea, it should
be good enough for us. T know that hon.
members opposite do not helieve in piece
work.

The Minister for Works: Who said so?

Mr. LINDSAY: T have said so.

The Minister for Works: That is nothing.

Mr. LINDSAY: The reason which has
been given me for Labout’s opposition to
piece work is that piece work means speed-
ing up, that if 2 man on picee work makes
a litfle too muech money, the bosses say to
him, “You are getting too much, we will re-
duce vour rates.” I agree that these things
have been done in the past.

Mr. Heron: I have done piece work.

Mr. LINDSAY : Perhaps that is why men
are opposed to piece work, and explains
why we have heard of strikes against the
piece-work system.

Mr. Sleeman: What ahout the ecal work-
ors and the timber workers? They are on
piece work.

Mr. TLINDSAY: The coal miners have
found the svstem satisfactory for a long
time. Generally speaking, however, the
Trades Hall people are aguinst piece work,

Mr. Marshall: The men belonging to the
biggest nnion in this State are working on
piece work.

AMr. LINDSAY: Yes, and we had the
spectacle of the shearers who pul in a log
cecking to make us pay £2 per 100 for shear-
ine the sheep on contract and they wanted
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a guarantee of a minimum wage of £8 10s.
per week, even if they did not work!.

Mr. Marshail: 1f it were left to your
union, the men would not get £1 per week.

Mr. Griffiths: You are getting bites now!

Mr. Marshall: T worked on a farm for
2s. 6d. a week and worked long hours too.

My, Gritliths: You were worth it!

Mr. LINDSAY: The hon. member may
imave dome so, and probably be got more
than he was worth. I have dealt fully with
this phase of the question.

The Minister for Works: You have hardly
touched the problem at all.

Mr. LINDSAY: Some reference has been
made to the future extension of the wheat
belt. The Leader of the Opposition gave
certain tigures indicating the inerease of
population and of our wheat production.
He went on to show that owing to the
world’s inereased population large guantities
of wheat would be required, with the result
that we could carry on with our wheat pro-
duction. At that time the Premier remarked
that America had stopped the export of
wheat. From 1920 to 1924 the average an-
nual export of wheat from Amerieca was
165,000,000 hushels. If America is export-
ing wheat, it is not with the approval of the
Agriecultural Depariment of that country.
The wheat industry of Ameriea has been car-
ried on at & loss sinece 1920 and is certainiy
the most unprofitable industry in that eoun-
try.  While the manufacturing industries
Liave thrived, wheat production has become
poorer and poorer with each sueceeding year.
The reason is that the cost of productiou m
America has incereazed almost equally, if not
a liitle more than the cost of production in
Australia.  On tne olher hand, the price
reeeived for wheat, notwithstanding the in-
crease referred to, has not rizen in propor-
tion. A departmenfal report shows that for
the three ycars following on 1920, the loss
on the winter wheat crops was 19 cents per
tushel and the loss on the spring crops for
the four years from 1920 onwards, was 21
cents per bushel. During that period 1,600
banks in America closed their doors. Then
again in 1923, when the highest priee for the
wheat was received, the index figure for
agricultural production was 85 compared
with 100 before the war, That affords some
indication of the bad position into which
wheat production has drifted in Ameriea. It
is a falfaev to talk ahout the huge produe-
tion of wheat per acre in America, Natur-
ally the produetion varies from year to year,
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but over a period of ten years the produe-
tion worked out at 13.6 bushels per acre.

Mr. North: Do they not get two crops
each year?

slr. LINDSAY : L did not expect such an
interjection from a member of this Chamber.
What is known as the winter vrop is grown
in the southern States where it is not s eold;
the spring crop 15 grown in the north, where
they have snow and ice. The crops are
merely grown in different pavts of the
couniry and that is what acecounts for the
hon. member’s misconception regarding two
crops each year. When we come to consider
the position in \vestern Australia and have
regard to the averages over a period of four
or five years, it must be conceded that wheat
growing in this State has been profitable.
Thus we have nothiny to fear regarding the
expansion of our wheat areas, Lrom the in-
dustry in the United States. Canada 18 in o
slightly different position, becanse ine aver-
age yield there is higher. The reason we can
eompete with Ameriea is that our erops are
growi neaver the coast than are tne erops
in the United States. ‘The average wicut
crop in America is grown about 1,000 miles
from the sea coast which means that the
freight on the average Americau crop i3
much higher than on any Western Austra-
lian erop. Taking the statistics from 420
to 1924 and the pool figures in Western Aus-
tralia, the average price to the furmer in
Western Australia, not dealing with any
particular State in the Bast for the munens,
and compaving the results with the details
regarding the wheat grown in the TUnited
States and the prices to the farmers there,
we find that our farmers received about 434d.
per bushel more than did the farmers
Amerieca. That being so, it follows that we
can prodnee wheat here in competition with
the Americans. There is another reason, 1
have heard men talk about the average
wheat farms in America. OUOfficial details
show that the average spring farm in
United States comprises 402 acres, while the
average farm in the winter whent States is
about 238 acres. Hon. members wilf ap-
preciate, therefore, that the average nereage
in Western Australia is much greater. He-
cently I read a bulletin irsved hy Professor
Perkins, an eminent agrienltaral awthority
of Sonth Ansfralia. Tt dealt with the in-
ereased  wheat production of that State
and disclosed the inereased returns rained
bv those engaged in the agrieultural indns-
try there. In order to arrive at bhis
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figures, he selected Yorkes Peninsula
in South Australin and dealt with the
average increased cost of production. He
showed that the increase in 1925, as com-
pared with 1913, was 19s. 7d. per acre. Re-
garding inereased prices he proved that had
the fariners of South Australia not improvei
their methods and inereased their efliciency,
the wheat growing industry of that State
would have bad to stop. The census he com-
piled diselosed that the elficiency of the
South  Australian farmer had inecreased
from 1913 to 1924 by 90 per cent. That is
to say, the acreage farmed per man had in-
creased to that extent. That is how the
farmers in Houth Awustralia have overcomne
the inereased cost of production. To achieve
that it was found necessary to do away with
the small farms, to increase the size of agvi-
cultural machinery and increase the eap-
ital cost of the machinery. In 1925
the workers engaged in the agricultural in-
dustry in South Australia were fewer by
3,000 than 12 years previously. Notwith-
slanding that fact, twice as much wheat was
produced. That is something fhe furiners
there may be proud of. It discloses that the
agriculturist has done everything possible 1o
increase his efficiency. That could not have
been done had it not been for the assistance
of the agricultural machinery wunufacturers.

The Minister for Works: Do uot those
figures dizcloze the reason for the drift io
the cities?

Mr. LINDSAY: According (v Professor
Pecking, had it not been for the position the
farmers had atltzined by means of inercased
cfficiency and so forth, the dvift to the cities
would have been greater still. Without it
the men could not have stopped in the coun-
try arcas and produced wheat at a profit.
Ounly because of the inercased efliicncy and
augmented production have the farmers been
able to sell their wheat in competition with
the world. That is the position to-day.
When I mention that the increased eost of
production in South Australia has been 19s.
7d. per aere, hon. members will realise what
a great strain has to be borne by the indus-
tryv. More particularly is that so seeing tnat
it is impossible to increase the price of the
coramodity to make up for the angmented
eost of produetion. Farmers cannot guin
moie than world’s parity for their wheat.
So it is that we have to compete against low-
priced labour eountries and we are doing
that by reason of our increased -effie-
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iency. T hope the workers of JAus-
traliw  will  continmue 1o assist in  that
dirvection. MAecording to Mr. Sateliffe, when
giving evidenec in this State, although the
cfficiency of the farming comumunity had in-
creased by ninety per cent., the efficiency of
the manutacturing side had increased by
only six per cent. The consequent increasedl
cost of articles manufactared has to be
added and the primarv producer has to
shoulder the burden.

My, Hughes: If vou have shown an in-
creased efliciency, you must have been go-
ing pretty slow in the past.

Mr. LINDSAY : I thought [ was falking
to intelligent men! I explained how the in-
creased efficiency was brought about. T men-

ticned the inercased size of agricultural ma- -

chinery, the increased elliciency of
plovees and the area farmed.

Mr. Hughes: You did not mention the
citployees!

Mr. LINDSAY: Certainly I did.

The Premier: Can vou tell me how it was
determined that so mueh was due to in-
ereased cfficiency and so much was due to
the variation of seasons?

Mr. LINDSAY: Professor Perkins is re-
cognised in Auvstralia ns one of the foremost
agriculturists, In his bulletin he dealt writh
every phase of the subject. Speaking from
memory, I think he showed that the in-
vreased cost of agriceltural machinery was
vver 100 per cent, and the inereased cost
of other goods, sueh as sacks, twine, oil,
ete., was 46 per cent. Then he showed

cm-

that the inereased cost of tools and
s0 on was 160 per cent. and the inereased
cost  of labour also showed a large

inerease. He also gave the inercased eost
per acrc under the several headings which
made up the 19s. 7d. I referred to at an
carlier stage. Present day efficiency has heen
achieved by produring more per man and
that is how the wheat producers have bheen
able to pall through. Owing to our larger
areas and our climatic conditions we pro-
diice more wheat per man than is done in
any other part of the world.

Mr. Hughes: Do you say {hat your ef-
ficiency has been increased by 90 per cent.
per man#%

Mr. LINDSAY: T did not say that my
percentage efficienev had reached that fizure.
As o matter of fact I have not inereased my
efficiency at all since T have been in Parlia-
ment. What I said was that Professor Per-
kins had disclosed the efficiency of the
workers had increased by 90 per cent.

The Minister for Lands: Was not much
of that due to the improvements in machin-
ery!

Mr. LINDSAY: 1 bave said so. One of
the difliculiies the settler is under to-day is
that in order to inerease efficiency it is neces-
sary to zecure the most up to date plant.
Nothing must be done to stop the increased
clliciency, because it is the only way in
which t¢ meet the increased cost of produoe-
tion, but that machinery is very costly, and
its life is not more than ten years. The life
ol lractors is net more than five years. Yet
the Commissioner of Taxation deelares the
iifv of agriculfural machinery to be on an
averaoe 50 vears.  The Land and Income Tax
Ansossment et provides that the Commis-
stoner shail allow deduetions on agrieunlfural
muchinery. [ also savs that the deduetion
means the life ot the machinery. As I say,
the life of such machinery is ten vears, with
only five years for tractors. Yet the Com-
ntissioner says he will allow us 10 per cent.”
on its written down value. Consequently
every vear agriculturists are being taxed on
machines that have no longer any value. For
instance, if a man starts with a plant

of the value of €1,000—a ~very swall
plant for o wheat helt farmer—in ten
vears he still has £353 on his books;

and has that £335 is a decreasing quan-
tity he will still have some left even after
27 years. If he.pavs £700 for a tractor
he will still have £460 on his books at the
end of five yeas. Tt means that there may be
five tractors on the books of the average
wheat tarmer who is vainly trying to get
true depreciation. It is an anomaly that the
House never intended. The intenfion of the
House was that the depreciation should be
on the life of the machinery. It may be
asked why the farmers have not gone to the
court about it. Tt is because when we ap-
peal to the Commissioner he will not give
us any satisfaction, but tells uws to go to
court. But if I 2o to a local court and win,
the Commissioner will certainly take me to
the Supreme Court. So it will be seen that
the farmer has no chanee against the Com-
missioner and realises that it is not worth
the struggle. I hope the Act will be amended
and the Commissioner of Taxation com-
pelled to give everybody a fair deal.

The Minister for Lands: Tt would be verv
difficult in an Act of Parliament to estimate
the life of all elasses of machinery.

My, LIXDEAY: ¥ agree that it conld not
be done, 8till, it is already provided in
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the Aect that depreciation should be allowed
for the life of the machine. The Cotnmis-
sioner should not be allowed to continue to
charge for a machine that has been serapped,
but should be told that we are entitled to
the depreciation allowed in the Aet. Then
there is rabbit-proof feneing. In the Act
it is allowed as a deduetion, but nobody has
ever yet been able {o_get it. The Aect pro-
vides a deduction for money used for the
protection of income. If I did not put a
rabbif-proof fence around my plaece I should
have no inecome, for the rabbits would get
the lot. Therefore T say ihe rabbit-proof
fence is a proteetion of income. So, too,
with the dog-proof fence. In my district no
man can keep sheep unless he has such a
fenee. Consequently the erection of a dog-
proof fence means the cxpenditure of money
for the protection of income. T erect the
fence to proteet my income, but T cannot
get the authorised deduction.

The Minister for Lands: If you did not
build a house for' the protection of wour
voods and chattels, you would not have any.

Mr. LINDSAY: T build a house, not for
the protection of my goods and chattels,
but to live in. Anything used for the pro-
tection of income is allowed by law, but
not by the Commissioner. 1 am loth to
tagkle my next and concluding subject. I
was a member of the Royal Commission on
group seftlement. Last year I had to listen
to criticisms, not of the Commission’s re-
port, but of me as a member of the Com-
mission. Yet I was not allowed to reply. It
secmed to me there was a conspiracy be-
tween the leaders on both sides that the
Commission’s report should not be discnssed.
Perhaps they were right, but certainly when
[ am eriticised I should be allowed fo reply.
Last year the member for Nelson (Mr. J.
H. Smith) went to great lengths in eritieis-
ing me. However, in his speech last night
he said things about the South-West that
[ would not dream of saying. It was eon-
tended that we had condemned certain lands
in the South-West. We said in our report
that the evidence in regard to light Jands
sngwested that that elass of eountry should
not have Dbeen selected for group seitle-
ment. Becanse of that statement we have
heen slated by every newspaper in the State.
Heeontly the president of the Primary Pro-
ducers’ Association made certain statements,
and the Minister for Lands has replied to
tham.- One of Mr. Padbury’s statements was
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that a hoard should be appeinted. Tt is
remarkable that the member for Nelson {Mr.
J. H. Smith} said last night, and the mem-
ber for Bunbury (Mr. Withers) said to-
night exactly the same thing. Why should
Mr. Padbury, who is not here to speak for
himself, be attacked for having said that a
board should be appointed?

The Miniscer for Lands: He sad there
should be a board of trained men appointed.

Mr. LINDSAY: And the members to
whom I have alluded said the same thing.
I agree that the Minister for Lands hag the
bardest job in Anstralia, and I believe he
is trying to do it well; but I say he was
wrong in his reply to Mr. Padbury, and that
Mr. Padbury’s criticism should have been
allowed to stand. Mr. Padbory said, fur-
ther, that 28 settlers had been shifted fromn
the Abba River.

The Minister for Lands: No, he never
mentioned the Abba Hiver.

Mr. LINDSAY: Well, Busselton.
yon object to Mr. Padbury's eriticism.

The Premier: As you say, Mr. Padbury
not being here to speak for himself, it is
shocking to make any comments on him, He
ought to be put in a glass ecase.

Mr. LINDSAY: The position is thal the
settlers were shifted, not to start linking
up blocks, for the blocks were linked up
long before the settlers went on them. The
officer responsible snid he would not have
put any seitlers on that area if he counld
have got land elsewhere. He also told us
that the blocks were surveyed in the unsoal
way., As against that, the blocks have since
been bracketed, which shows that a larger
area was required. Now a third block has
heen bracketed with the other two.

The Minister for Lands: Those hlocks
were never linked up before.

Mr. LINDSAY: Of what acresge were
they?

The Minister for Lands: From 82 acres
to 160 aeres.

Mr. LINDSAY: Well, I read in the Press
that the Premier, the Minister for Works,
and the Minister for Lands went to Bussel-
ton to sce about those areas, and that cer-
tain things were done. I agree that those
things should have been done.

The Minister for Lands: Then there was
no_concealment.

Mr. LINDSAY: No, certainly not.

The Minister for Lands: Well, Mr. Pad-
bury said there was.

But
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Mr. LINDSAY: The member for Nelson
said that 10s. sustenanece was mot suflicient
for a man and his family to live upon. I
am not prepared to say that it is, but I
suy that the group settler has reeeived far
more than the wheat settler. In a portion
of my own electorate until quite recently
scores of settlers, married men with child-
ren, were living on 6s. 8d. a day under the
Industries Assistanee Board. Any man who
zoes on the land thinking he will get the
full value of his labour might just as well
stay off the land. The only way to be success-
tul on the land is to pul one’s whole heart
into it. That is how all successfu] farmers
have become successful. As regards that
particular distriet, I heard some mention
made of the year 1911. Serinus trouble was
expericnced in the wheat belt from 1911 to
1914, this being due partly to the primi-
tive methods of farming and the want of
eapital and experience on the part of the
settlers, but the principal reason was that
in that period we experienced the greatest
drought in the history of Australia. For
four years we had a succession of the driest
years that the State had ever known. We
in this State have dry eycles and wel cveles.
We have just passed through ancther drv
eyele, and in my opinion we shall get them
every 11 years. In my distriet the rainfall
during the last four years was Jin. below the
average, and in the new areas, owing to the
newness and looseness of the soil, the primi-
tive methods employed and the want of pro-
per machinery, the settlers in many in-
stances have not had profitable returns.
The settlers T am spesaking of had their sus-
tenance reduced, not beeause there was any-
thing wrong with the personal equation, but
because there was something wrong with the
seasons. A few months ago it seemed to me
that everybody who had anything to do with
that land was pessimisfic. The time for
pessimists has gone. That time was four
years ago, when we settled the country, but
now is the time to help those settlers. The
departmental pessimism was disheartening
to the settlers. By giving them 6s. 8d. a
day, the bank authorities not anly disheart-
ened them but made criminals of some of
them. In the circumstances, one must ex-
pect such things to occur. There is a hardy
annual to which T wish to refer—the nues-
tion of light lands. Quife a lot of water las
flowed under the bridge since T referred to
light lands during the Address-in-reply de-
hate last year. I give eredit to the Minister

for Lands because, though he is opposed to
me politically, he sometimes aceepts my ad-
vice. As I suggested, he sent an officer, Mr.
Bostock, around the distriets and that officer
has collected information from the men best
able to give it. The information has been
availed of, and the report on our light lands
has already proved of great serviee to the
State, In the Ejanding district, which he
first visited, some hundreds of thousands of
acres have been selected. Only three years
ago the Railway Advizory Beard, in going
through that country to choose a route for a
railway decided that, owing to the poorness
of a lot of the land, the railway should run
from Pithara eastward. If the line had been
built from Pithara eastward, the country in
the near future would have been face to face
with additional large expenditure to build
another 40 or 50 milex of new railway.
That, however, will not now be required.
The Minister for Lands, by sending out Mr.
Bostock, has done work which will benefici-
ally affect the conntry’s finanees. I do not
intend to eriticise the report of the Advisory
Board in recommending a line from Kal-
kalling to Bullfinch, except to say that !
was greatly surprised to learn the nature
of their report. When the Advisory Board
went out, I was under the impression that
they were going to inquire not only into that
particular country, but also into the country
rorth of it. [ believe that if the board had
{aken the whole of that district into eonsid-
eration, the railway would have gone nof to
Bullfineh, hut to Carrabin, and that another
railway would have run from Lake Mollerin
to junetion at Bullfinel, so thab the whole
of the country wonld have been served. It
is useless to criticise the report of the Ad-
visory Board, but in my opinion a mistake
has been made. We shall have another rail-
way into Bullfinch, and the eonntry that the
board were sent ont specially to serve will
require a railway, One gentleman has stated
that the rainfall at Bullineh was 10
inches. That iz not correct. T do not
say that the Bullfinch distriet eannot
grow wheat. Speaking from memory.
the rainfall at Bullfinech iz 11.43 inches
a vear. It is a remarkahle faci that a well-
known and established district has a rain-
fall of only 11 points more than has Bull-
finch, but there is this difference. thai the
winter rainfall ut Bullfinch is 743 inches,
while that of the other district is 78 points
more. The question to be decided is whether
the rainfall at Bullfinch is sufficient on which
to erow wheat. 1 honestly believe it is
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Doubtless in some years very poor results
will be obtained but, speaking generally,
the average rainfall is more than sufficient
fo. give payable results. 1 know of a crop
of 23 Lushels that was grown on 7.23 inches
of rain, and if it ean be done in that dis-
trict, I believe that satisfactory erops,
though perhaps not quite so heavy, ean be
grown at Builfineh, The other day I asked
& question about that country. Last session
the Minister for Lands stated that north of
Bencubbin 208,000 acres has been classified,
That land has all been thrown open for
selection. Not long ago the Honorary Min-
ister visited Wilgoyne with me and ‘opencd
a reservoir there. That reservoir is 17 miles
north of Kalkalling, and, as the Minister
can tell members, the trouble of the settlers
is that the whole of the eountry for 10 miles
north has been sclected. I consider that the
Railway Advisory Board shonld go into that
country and decide upon a route for the
future. There is a great deal more optimism
about light land to-day than there was 12
months ago. We have at Wongan Hills a
State farm comprising land that on more
than one occasion had heen described as
worlhless. Last vear I went over that farm
and saw where the crops had been put in.
It was ordivary rough ploughing of rough
serub, and yet that land produced an aver-
age of 17 bushels to the acre. The State
average for last year was 9.7 bushels.

The Minister for Tands: The season up
there last year was a good one.

Mr. LINDSAY: I am not so sure about
that.

The Minister for Lands: The heaviest
erops in the State were grown up there,

Mr. LINDSAY: T am surprised to hear
that statement.

The Minister for Lands: I saw the returns
only the other day.

Mr. LINDSAY: I am sure the Minister is
wrong. Morawa and Perenjori had the best
crops, bat from Dalwallinn, through Pith-
ara and Wongan Hills to my own district,
the season was very dry.

The Minister for Lands: Yon are some
distance from the part T mentioned.

Mr. LINDSAY: The dry years are the
most suitable for the sand plain country.
When dealing with the classification of this
country in future, I hope it will be recog-
nised that, even thongh it does not grow tall
{rees, it nevertheless is land. We have
proved that eonclusively with second elass
land in the wheat belt, and T ean assure the
House that broom bush, mallee and small

[ASSEMBIY.]

(jam couniry in the dry areas will produce
batter erops year in and year nut in average
seasons thau will forest country. In the
eastern portion theve is practically no sand
plain, ihe bulk of it being second elass land.

The Minister for Lands: After the next
election, when we are back here again, I
shall have some millions of aeres and will
want railways to serve it

Mr, LINDSAY: There is little ta worry
about regarding the lighl land because
people are taking it up as fast as they ean
grab if, In my district there is practically
not an acre to be had. '

My, Griffiths: The sane applies to my dis-
trict.

Mr, LINDSAY: It is a remarkable fa+
that there is more light land under erop in
the Dowerin distriet than in any other part
of the State, and yet that land has produced
more wheat in the last two years than has
any other similar area.

The Minister for Lands: That is what
made ne sencd an officer out,

Myr. LINDSAY : Plan 33/80 showing
large areas of that light land, which

gome members considered worthless, pro-
duced last year 1,200,000 TDushels of
wheat. That plan showed the highest
yvield of any land in the State, not only
last year but the year hefore.  Thongh
the average vyield for the State was 9.7
bushels, the average yield over the huge
areas [ have mentioned was just under 11
bushels.

Hon. G, Taylor; Then what are you com-
plaining about?

Mr., LINDSAY : T am not complaining
and neither are the people I represent.

The Minister for Lands : Because they
have a good Government who are taking
active steps to settle the country.

Mr. LANDSAY : The Government have ant
treated my district too hadly.

The Minister for Lands: We do not freat
any country district badly.

My, LINDSAY: Tt would be a poor old
Government that did not do something to
inercase the production of the Htate, and
the only place where production can be in-
ereased is in the country districts. I wish
ta express a few views to the Honorary
Minister who is in charge of country water
supplies. For many vears I have heen
fighting to secure a water supply for the
east end of my eclectorate. The Gov-
ernment have found the money to pro-
vide that water supply, and have
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agreed to construet it. I was very dis-
appointed when | learned the very bigh
price to be charged for the water, but in
spite of ihat dizadvantage, 1 hope a
majority of the settlers will agree to take
it. Still, ! cannot voderstand why they are
heing charged 61 per cent. on the money
expended on that work., To-day the Gov-
ernment are horrowing monev at 31 per
cent,

The Premier: No, 3V per ceni.

Mr. LINDBAY : Well, 54% per cent. It is
not the working expenses that count in such
a scheme; it is the capital eost, and when
the Government add 1 per cent. to the
intevest, it makes a considerable differenca.
Tt is not right that the Government should
make a profit out of those people, and the
high rate of G4 per cent. should not he
tharged.

The Premier: We nre not charging inter-
est on the head works for a period of years.

Mre. LINDSAY : The Honorary Minister
told us distinctly that the time had come
when water schemes would not he con-
strucled, except at the rost of the seltlers
using them,

Hon, 1. Cunningham: Sinee 1 spoke ()
von, we have given the matter further con-
gideration.

The Premier: We are not charging in-
ferest or sinking fund on the head works
during the first three vears.

Mr. LINDSAY : | hope the Minister will
make an announcement to the seitlers con-
cerned, beranse they are preatly worried
«t the prospeet of having to meet a eost of
£30. If they are informed that it is going
to cost them not morve than £45, they wil
feel greatly relieved. TIf the Minister can
make an announcement of a favourable
nature, the people will no doubt he ex-
tremely gratefnl,

The Premier :
wenerous to them.

Mr. LINDSAY: T wish to refer fo the
ruestion of cows on group settlemenfs and
the statement made by the member for Nei-
son {Mr. J. H, Smith). T am surprised at
his remarks.

Mr. T. L. Smith: Thex are true.

Mr. LINDSAY : Al the figures that
appear in the report of the Royal Commis-
gion on this question are my figures, They
took a long Lime to prepare. Time will
prove that they are correct. T have spent a
lot of time in finding out what a cow ia
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worth. last year the member for Nelson
snid that u eow was worth £3 a month.
Now he says one is worth only £6 a year.
In my most pessimistic moments regarding
group settlemeni, 1 never once suggested
that a cow was worth less than £15 10s, «
vear. ALy experience of cows is that none
enn be any good if it gives only £6 worth ol
cream in a year, If a eow yields oniy that
quantity of eream, it is the fault of the
feeding and not the hreeding. I was re-
cently in Melbourne, and visited the Werri-
hee State farm. They have 500 acres of
irrignied land there, 1§ is run as a dairy
farm. Part of the irrigation is devoted to
lucerne, and part of it to pasture grasses
Notwithstanding that the eows are up s
{heir knees in grass all day, at night they
are put into the siables and they are fed on
up to 14lbs, of concentrates, aceording to the
finantity of milk they produce,

The Minister for Lindy: O the Peel
estate 250 cows gave a retnrn of £1 6s. per
month for five months,

Mr. LINDSAY: That was very low. A
cow 18 & tilking machine. Unless the food
iz stuffed into her, people cannot expect to
eet the milk out of her. On the group
settlements we have not yet got a balanced
ration. To feed a cow on nothing else but
subterranean clover is like a man trying to
exist on dry bread. A man must Lave a
little butter with his bread. \We cannot ex-
peet ecows to do well on subterranean
clover only. On the Werribee farm the
cows are eating ercenstufl all day long, and
vet at night are fed on eoncentrated food
sueh as chalf and dry lucerne. It is found
that it is necessary to feed them well in this
fashion in order to make a profit out of
them. Uniil ii is realised by the group
settlement seheme that the cow is really a
milking machine, profitable results will
ncver be obtained. I shall have an oppor-
tunity of dealing with other matters during
the session. As 1 said before, I may not
be here next session. The same faie may
befall other wmembers. Notwithstanding
what one may say about other members in
a political way, T must say 1 have made a
lot of good friends in this Chamber, and I
will be sorry should any one of them not
he here in the future, T am not speaking
politically when T say that at the next elee-
tion T shall endeavour, no matter who op-
poses me, to win my seat. Apart from our
political views we can all be friends,
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MERE. A. WANSBROUGH (Albany) [9.20]:
The air was rather warm just now. 1 pro-
pose to pour a little ocil on the troubled
waters. I desire to econgratulate the Gov-
ernment upon the success they |have
achieved during their two vears of office. 1
hope that results during the eurrent year
will he even better. Credit is due to the
Treasury officials for the promptness with
which they enabled the financial results fo
be made known to the publiec. I do not
propose to dress windows, hnt to ventilate
some grievances affecting my distriet, [ wish
to thank the Government for their financial
assistance towards the centenary celebra-
tions in Albany next year. This event will
celobrate the frst settlement of Western
Australia.  As member for the distriet it
will be my pleasing duty to weleome all the
members of this Chamber on that oecasion.
It is our duty to do justice to those hrave
men and women who were responsible for
the foundation of the State. I wish to eon-
vey to the Minister for Railways our ap-
preciation for the econsideration he has ex-
tended to the Albany Woollen Mills hy the
purchase of materials for the deparfinents
under his control. T extend these thanks to
him on hehalf of the company.

My Teesdale: Tt is pretty rotten to
have to depend upon one man.

Mr. A, WANSBROUGH: 1t is a dis-
grace to Western Australin that 90 per
cent. of the products of this mill are sent
to the other Stales. Tt is a downright

shame.

Mr. Sampson: Neither propheis noc
produets have anv honcur in their own
eountry.

Mr. A, WANSBROUGH: During the

Address-in-reply lIast session T expressed
regret that no mention was made in the
Speech of the construction of the Deamark-
Nornalup railway, to serve the group set-
tlers in that distriet. On behalf of those
people I now offer my sincere thanks to the
Government, and wmy appreciation that
after many years of promises from pre-
vious Governments that work is now in
progress.

Mr. Sampson: T thought the Albany
people were a little donbtful ahout it.

Mr. A, WANSBROUGH: They were
doubtful for a while.

Hon. G. Taylor: T thought they were al-
ways whining.

Mr. A, WANSBROUGH: Some people are
always whining, hat I am not respmmsihle
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for that, T regretted to note tle remarks of
the Leader al the Opposition in his eriticism
of the Speech, 1t would appear that every-
thing in the garden was not as it should be
in the cyes of the Opposition. Anyone would
think from the remarks of the hon. member,
and from those of the Leader of the Coun-
try Darty that the State was in a condition
of tuvmmoil. That is not so. Although the
Speeeh was long, and it was unpleasant for
members to have to stand in the gallevy for
half an hour, there was muel of 2 useful
naturve in it, and information fo which the
electors were entitled. - They cannot get it
through the Press or from their representa-
tives,

Mr. Angelo: Tt was a history of the past.

Hon, (. Taylor: It was a fair history of
the past four or five years.

Mr. A, WANSBROUGH : Newcomers who
are constantly arriving in the State and
making their homes here are also entitled to
the information. T am glad to note that
during the session we shall be called upon
to deal with many important matters. Tis-
pecially am I pleased to know that we shall
have hronght down Bills dealing with State
insurance, hospitals, and central markets,
three mensures that are long overdue. Right
through my electorate people are asking
when we are going to have State insurance.
T hope the RBill will be on general lines.

Mr. Brown: Not like New South Wales,

Mr. Teesdale: Tt is pleasant to note!

Mr. A.WANSBROUGH: Tt is pleasing lo
note the reference in the Speech to the Boy-
up Brook-Cranbrook railway. I join with
the member for Nelson in congratulating the
(Gtovernment npon the decision they have ar-
vived at. Many promises have been made
concerning this railway, which is long over-
due. I hope we shall soon have an oppor-
tunity to diseuss the Bill, I regret that no
mention has been made of the Manjimup-
Mt. Barker railwnv. As most of this line
will pass through wmy electorate, I rather
lope we may yet be able to kill two birds
with the one stone. T am glad that experi-
mental farms in dry areas have reccived
considerafion. I vregret that the plots that
were started by the Leader of the Qpposi-
tton in my district have not been given more
consideration, Tt is true that the King
River scttiecment plot and another plot in
the vicinity have received slight attentiow,
hut two other plots have heen allowed to re-
vert to their virgin state. I hope it will he
the policy of the Agrienitural Department to
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continue those experiments. It will be money
well spent in the interests of the State and
of taxpayers generally. There is a lot of
land in Western Australia needing attention
in this way. No mention is made in the
Speech of the long promised railway to the
Needilup area. In 1913 the scttlers were de-
finitely promised that railway. Ihope hefore
the session closes the Premier will be able to
assure the House that some assistance will ba
wiven to those settlers. Notwithstanding the
adverse reports on the land, the settlers who
went out there in 1910 have won through.
Yet they are asked to eart their produets
25 and 30 miles to a railway. I do trust
that proper counsideration will be extended
to them very souon. If is a matier for re-
gret that the reports on the land lying be-
tween the Stirling Range and the Salt River
district are nof what one might hope they
would be. I expected that the officer who
went out there to invesligate would consult
settiers who have been on that avea for
three generations. 1 am not going to utter
4 long list ot complaints, because I know
the Minister for Lands is a very busy man,
Nevertheless, 1 must say it is a crying
shame to see that large belt of country
Iying practically unused, while the reports
declare that a good deal of 1t is fit for
closer settlement. [ would undertake to
place 1,000 farmers, each on 1,000 acres,
there and give them first elass land. Yet
that area bas been condemned.

Mr. J. H. Swith: Condemned by the
Railways Advisory Board?

Mr. A. WANSBROUGH: No; by a ficld
survevor. | have to make an appeal to the
Minister for Water Supply and Drainage on
behalf of settlers affected by the Torbay-
(irassmere drainage scheme, I realise that
finance is the hughear of all Ministers. But
1 do urge the Minister concerned to take
some action in the interests of those settiers.
Owing fo certain works carried out by the
Water Supply and Drainage Depavtment 10
or 12 years ago, the growing period in the
Porbay-Grassmere loeality has heen reduecel
to four months in the year. This is due fo
flooding of the lands as a result of the
works., Where we had 20ft. of water ten
vears ago, we have 4ft, Gin. to-day. That iy
on the sea side of the flood gates. On the
land side of fhe Hood pates we now have
16ft. of water. The current has Dbeen
et off, and so the arca on the land
side of the drains is constantly flooded.
It is pleasing to note from {be Gov-
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cruor's Speecl  that much  atiention has
been given and will be given to the

question of water supply in counlry dis-
tricts, and 1 desire to submit to the Minister
a proposal which I regard as worthy of eon-
sideration, In my clectorate there is what is
knuwn as the Two People water supply,
situated some 20 mniles south-east of Albany.
That supply serves the lown of Albany and
also the shipping, and yet there are 1,250,000
gallons of water running to wasile from it
every day in the year. Moreover, it is first-
elass waler. During the last sununer or
two the residents of Katanning and Wagin
and surrounding distriets have not had suf-
ficient water for domestic purposes, much
less a supply of waler which would enable
lhem to carry stock on their holdings. Yet
all this water is running lo waste. At the
opening of this session T asked the Minister
for Railways the following question:—

1, What was the approximate quantity of
water railed to Xatanning and Wagin for rail-
way purposes during the vear 1925-261 2,
What was the approximate cost of haunlage?
3, Was water supplied to seftlers on  the
Wagin - Newdegate, Narrogin - Corrigin, and
Naremheen sections during the same period?
4, Tf so, what was the approximate quantity?
The Minister replied—

1, {a) To Katanning,

5,000,000 allons.

(b) To Wagin, 5,375,000 gallons. 2, {(a)
£8,757, (b) £9,604. 3, VYes. 31, Wagin-
Newdegate section, 26,000 gallons. XNarrogin-
Corrigin section, 13,000 gallons. XNurrogin-

Narembeen section, 617,000 gallons.

The eost ol water to the settlers would he
represented by rail freight. To me the state
of affairs disclosed by those answers seems
intolerable, especiully as within 100 miles
as the erow fies 456,250,000 gallons of
water are runming to waste every year. |
urgen(ly appeal lo the Minister to invesh-
gate that source of supply with a view {o its
counservation. The water could he conserved
on {he heights of the Porongorup or Stirl-
ing Ranges, and thenve placed at Lhe dis-
posal of the people by gravitation even as
far as Koendinin. The cost invelved would be
muel less Lhan that of rain eatchments. I
my suggestion were earried out, great bene-
fits would accrue to the distriets in question
and to the State as a whole. I sineercly
liope that the Minister will give the matter
his serious consideration. This may he the
last opportunity I shall have of speaking on
the Address-in-reply, as T understand that
my head is to he cut off in March; and T
must make another endeavour to show hon,
members that the syvstem of rates obtaining
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in our Railway Department is not beneticial
to the State as a whole. For that purpose
1 propose to read certuin vemarks made by
the mover and secender of a motion in favous
of the zone system al a reecent inter-district
conference leld at Tambellnp.  The zone
boundaries proposed were as follows:—Al-
bany, from Wagin cast and south to Albany;
Bunbury, north of Wagin to and including
Brookton; Fremantle, north of Brookton. |
know the wewber For Bunbury (AMr. With.
ers) will nol agree lo the suggestion made,
but 1 propose to show him where his dis-
triet is losing trade. The mover of the meo-
tion said that prior to the way all products
from oversea produced ot Wagin and casi
and south thereof were shipped via Albany,
and that wheat was dvawn divect frow sid-
ings and stations {o the ship’s hold without
delay or demurrage charges heing incurved.
He claimed that if this could be done prier
to the war, it could be done to-dny. He said
it had also to he remembered that those
things were done prior to the laying of the
heavy rail road, when small engines such as
“07” class and “0a” class were the heaviest
goods engines allowed fo run between Wagin
and Albany. In those days that class of
engine could keep two or three hoats work-
ing the cloelr ronnd without delay in, aulage
to the ship’s side, and without demurrage
to either ship or careo. The mover went vn
to say that of course we were told to-day the
Albany zone did not produee sufficient wlieat
to permit of ships ealling for parcels. Such
statements, he contended, were not correct:
and to prove this lie read a return furnished
by the Railway Department, showing the
quantity of wheat stacked at stations and
sidings between Boyverine and Albany, and
also the quantity railed to the three ports,
up to and including the 8th February of thiz
vear—

hags
Katanning il 74,717
Pingrup line 10,600
Ongerup line .. .. .. 11830
Boyerine, Woodanilling, and Moo-

Jjebing " .. .. n.rnn
Albany .. e .. .. 40,000
Railed ex Ongerup to Bunhury .. 7.260
Railed ex Ongerup to Fremantle 7.081

Tolal prodnction in area 161,114

The mover went on Lo say that the 32,330
bags stacked at siding had fown, together
with 50,00 baus produced in  and near
Wagin and 100,000 hags produced on the
Lake Grace line, making a grand tolal of
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311,i14 bags; yet only 40,000 bags had
found their way to the natural port, Albany.

The Minister for Londs: . here did the
buianee go?

Mr. A, WANSBROUGIHL: 'The mover Lur-
iher stated that Albany raised ne objection
to Wagin and hatanning taking 160,000
bags for gristing, but that it naturally ex-
pected the produets Lrom that wheat, il
shipped overses, to go through the natural
port.

Mr. J. ¥, Smith: Buanbury is, according
to distance, the natural port of Wagin, is il
not?

Mr. A, WANSBROUGI: From a rail-
way  point  of wview, that is not so
The seconder of the motion =aid that the
information he had, confirmed Llhe state-
ments made by the mover. He sail he vould
not understand the attitude adopted by {he
Ruilway Depavtment in permitting lony hant-
aze, nor could he understand the atiilude
adopted by the exporters of onr producls
overseas. He submitled a return showing
the load of I and F's enrines Letween Wagin
and Buulury, also hetween Wagin and Al-
bany, over the ruling grades.  TFhe relurn
showed that the ruling erade on the Wagin-
Runbury section to bLe: %, 235 tons: I's,
26 tons.  The load over the reling wrade
Letween Wagin-Albany was: 10 elass, 380
tons; s, 426 tons, or a difference in favour
of Albany per train of 145 and 160 tons.
The paying freight for the Wagin-Banbury
seetion, on the F ¢lass engine. would be
155 tons at 11s. 104. per ton, naaking a tolal
of €01 14s. 2d. per train,

Mr. J. L Smitl: The trouble is thal (he
deparlment  make no  diserimination  bul
chatroe s0 much per {rain ile,

Mr. A, WANSBROUVGH: T will deal with
that later. T am sorry there is not a single
Country Party member in the Chamber now,
This is information they should lave.  This
delegate went on to say:

The paying freight on the Wagin Albany
seetion on an ‘P elass engine would he
250 tons at 12s, Gd. per ton, or n total carn-
ing of £1356 55 per train, making a eyedit to
Albany over Bunbury per train of £64 10s, 8il.
To baul 1,175 tons gross weight to Bunbury,
it would take five trains with an ‘B! ¢lass
engine. To haul 1,140 tons to Albany (gross
weight ouly), three trains would he required,
thus showing a saving of two traing and their
erews, By the terminating of ihe first train
from Wagin at Mt. Barker the other two
trains vould take the 1,140 toas imte Alhany,
thus awain making a saving of a train wile-
age of 76 miles between Wagin and Alhany,
which meant, from a rvailway stundpoint, two
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amed a half {rains against five {raing to Bun-
bury; ur a total of 372 miles in all. A corres-
pomding credit in faveor of Albany would also
L the resnlt with the ** Fs'' engine. insteadl
of increasing the rates as sugpested, a rebate
of the ®d. per ton difference between  the
freight to Bunbury as against Albany should
be neude by the Railway Department. 1£ thic
was so, the riilways would then show it profit
per train of £36 45, Adready this season some
1,266 bags have been railed from the Ongerup
ling to Hunbury at an wlditional cost to fhe
producer of 3s. 4l per ton as against Ongerup
to Albany.  Sowme 7,980 baps have also been
railed to Fremaotle from Ongerup line, with
additional cost of 8, 20 per ton, than would
hive been the ease hiad this wheat been shipped
vin Athany., It was blle to say the producer
didd not have to jay the adilitionnl rost, to-
gether with the wlditiona] demurrage charges
ritised by hoth railway and shipping. By ship-
ping via Albany, trucks would not he under
leaud for so long s period as when shipped to
other ports, whivh really meant trueks woulil
be released at Albany at hast 12 hours zooner
fhan @ Fremantle or Bunbury, The duty of
the conference was to protect the producers
from the position i which thex found them-
sefves.  Conference was justified v -Xposing
the method being adopted by the Woestralian
Farmers® wheat pool in centralising the ex-
porg of wheat and other products.  Coaference
should agree to the subject going before the
Minister for Ruailways, with a view to protect-
ing the producer and vonsumer, and the State
revemue, #s he feit that the Minister would
lend a svmpathetic ear.

Mr. Marshall: 1t 35 a pity that some of
the defezate~ fo the Primary Producers’
Conterence not here to see how their
Parliamentary vepresendatives deat with the
Lusine=s.

Alr. L WANSBROUGH: Yes, | wished
to pui this inlermation betore them.

ure

Mr. Bampson: There are representalives
of produeers lere.

Mr, A, WAXNSBROUGH: This matler
wats pulb before the Minister by the member
for Watanning (Mr. Thomson), and T pro-
pose to rvead the reply forwarded by the
Seerelary for TRailways., T was as fol-
lows:—

Your letter dated 22add inst. to band, but the
capy of the memo, mentionel as heing attached
il not reach this office.  However, T am
directed  that vepresentations have already
heen mide to the Hon. Minister for Railways
on the lines of the notes forwarded, und, in
addition, @ resolution of the conference has
alse been recvived, suggesting that the zone
houndaries he defined as:—

Mbany zone—Wigin and Lake Grace and
south thercof.

Bunbury zene—North of Wagin to Lrooli-
ton.

Fremantle zone—XNorth of Brooktan.

(2,) The Compmissiener does not *hink he
coulil do better than quote the report submitted
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to the Hon. Minister in eonnection with the
proposition put forward by the Great South-
ern lutev-distriet Conferenve:—

What Lhe Great Southern Inter-district
Conference desires is thut the southern por-
tion of the Ntate be divided up into districts
or zones, vach having a port us outlet for the
wheat grown within the boundaries of such
zome, | this request s acceded to the (es-
tion must be asked: ‘Which i3 a station's
mtural port.” If it be claimed that the port
nearest by rail be the one, the boundaries sug-
gested by conference will need to be amended,
sinee Wagin and the stationy to the castward
are ¢loser to Bunbury than Albany. In view
of this it is hanl to se¢ how we could fix houn-
daries s arbitrarily without strong vrotest—
based on logival pround—ifrom those interested
in shipping wheat. The sponsurs of the zone
svstem claim that the railways will beacfit Ly
the improved method of working by hanling
Wagin wheat to Alhany instead of to Buahury,
Lt this elaiin is dissiprated wpon close mmalysis,
Leaving aside the question of train lowds for
that time being the advoeates for the scheme
miss this vital point, ie, that after the wheat
has been diseharged at Bunbury, the emptics
are available to meet timber amd voal orders.
SBueh a fact in itself is sufficient to discount
the request of Mr. Tngham for an allowanee
of 7d. per ton on wheat shipped to Albany.

CWithout  wishing to deal at any length
with the subject of train loads to either port,
it might he advisalde to compare the poods
load of an ‘F7 elass engine hetween Wawin-
Atlany amd Wagin-Bunbury; —

To  Albany.—Wagin-Mount  Barker,
toms;  Monnt Barker-Albany, 605 tons.

To Dunburv.—Waprin-Collie, 380 tons: Col-
lie-Brunswick Junction, 273 toms; Branswick
Junetion-Bunbury, 830 tous.

YThe bad pineh on the Collie Brunswick
Junction weetion is, as you Kuow, bLnetween
Allanson and Penrith, hut even lere an ¢ 17
class, assisted by am 7 or K, ean be made
upt to 470 tons, and as the hawd gride is only
over o short distance, this method s largely
availed of with resultant economical working,.
A consideration of these  faetors, therefore,
suggests that the solution aivived ut Dy the
conference by mesus of simple arithmetic may
not he a correct one.’’

(3.) 1 am glud te add that o proposil now
unfdler review is that the ‘‘special grain’’ rate
be applied only to export wheat consigned lo
the nearest port.  ¥reight on export wheat
railed other than to the nearest port, to he
dusessed at the ordinary “fgrain™’ rate. low-
ever, hefore any such method conld be adopted
it would be netes<ary to coume 1o sonwe wniler-
standing with the Great Southern Conference
people, as the “énearest port’’ definition con-
flicts semewhat with the conference resolu
tion.

380

The question was taken op by tle Minny
Vieilanee and Ratepayers” As-ovialion, aned
ke Tollowing reply {o ike Connmir-inner’-
statements was sent lo My, Thoms<on:-

Tn Saturday's issne of the CAdvortiser '’
appears 2 commuieation hed pass ol Lo pop
the Commissioner for Rai'wars sl yourself,
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upon the zone system recently discussed by the

Great Southern Inter-district Conferenes. The
Commissioner’s reply is indeed interesting
from a railway point of view. Apparcntly,

ceonuiey is net a factor in rallway working ov
managentent, and in his usval way he draws
a red herring aeross the track by easting aside
the financiul aspeet. The argument put np
l)_y the conference was based upon single en-
ging load, and will stawd investigation, both
from un cconomie and railway point of view.
The Commissioner earefully evades the rev-
cnue to be derived per train, £64 10s. 8d.,
together with u saving of train mileage of
472 miles for every 1,140 tons hanled to Al-
bany as against Bunbury, Tt is all very well
for the Commissioner to draw the red trail,
snd to say that by the bunking of a train be-
tween Allanson and Penrith, the train load
van be increased to 470 tons. 'This is only a
short distance of 12 miles, with an increase of
i per cent, Surely the Commissioner also
kiows that Ly banking of a train between
Moojching and Broome Hill, a distanee of 18
miles, with an increase of 50 per cent., the
load would be G604 tons. With an inerease of
73 per cent. as is allowed between Collic and
Penrith, the load between Moojcbing and
Broome Hill would be 704 tons, as against his
figures between Collie and Penrith, 470 tons.
The ruling grade between Broome Hill and
Mt, Barker, 63 miles, is 48] tons, as against
470 tong, Penrith to Brumswick Junction, 13
miies; Brunswick to Bunbury, 16 miles, as
against Mt. Barker to Albany, 38 miles. The
Commissioner also states in his emnmunication
that the sponsers of the zone system claim that
the railways will benefit by the improved
method.  {There is nothing improved; they are
facts borne out by regulation,} But this claim
is dissipated upon close amalysis, i.e., making
cmpties available to meet timber and eoal
orders. (It would be intcresting to know the
percentage of empties required ex Bunbury for
timber and coal orders, daily.} The Commis-
sioner’s statement is not sufficient to diseouni
the request for the allowance of 8d. per ton on
whent shipped ex Albany. No reference is
made by the Commigsioner to the statemcnt
respecting the release of trucks at Albany a3
against Fremantle or Bunbary. So, therefore.
the statenient is not challenged. In paragraph
(3) the Commissioner again draws the herring
neross the trail, in his reference to the special
urain rate being made to apply to wheat con-
signed to the nearest pert only. No such re-
quest was made by the conference. Confer-
cnee was stronply against any inerzase in
freights. Nor did conference make any refer-
enee to the nearest port. Had they done so,
it certainly would have conflicted with the
motion agreed upon, ie., Albany zone: Wagin-
Lake Grace and south therecof. Conference
also realised that under the Railway Aet, the
Commissioner became a common earrier and
could nof define bhoundaries, but realised that
it was essentially a matter for diseussion and
agreement hetween' the Commissioner and ship-
pers of cxport produce, in the interest of the
producer and the State in general. The ten-
nuges quoted here are based upon ffFs’’ en-
rrime load, as is so in the Commissioner’s com-
munication, and i1 would be interesting to
heur the Commissioner’s views thereon.
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Since then a further report has been received
Erom the Railway lepartment, showioy that
11,819 additional bags were railed from
Katamping during June. That was at an
additional cost of 83 2d. to the producers.
These are thoroughly authentic and reliable
tigures.  \lthough this information was
placed before the Commissioner of Rail-
ways, no attempt has been made to retute
the statements which must stand as correct.
In these civcumstances, the time has arrived
when the Minister for Railways and the
Conumissioner should review the whole situa-
tion seriously. 1f we are to be asked hy the
wheat producers to build 1,200 trucks each
vear, i order 1o haul wheat 200 miles fur-
ther than is necessary, it will be a seandalons
shame. The shortage in trucks last year was
brought about by the long haulage, and the
Westralinn Farmers' wheat pool was respon-
sible for the position.

3Mr. Lindsay: That is a definite statement
to make.

Mr. A, WAXSBROUGH: T meant it fo
be definite.

Mre Lindsay : You say that the Westralinn
Farmers were responsible?

AMr. A WANSBROTUGIL: Yos, owing fo
the long haulage.  The position to-day is
this: Bunbury is receiving trade justly due
to Albany, while Fremantle is receiving
trade due to Buanbury. In conseyuence Bun-
bury is losing 70 per cent. of its trade, and
Albany is losing 90 per cent. All this for
the purpose of bolstering up centralisalion
and supporting the Westrulian Farmers
Ltd. in their wheal-pooling scheme. I am
afraid our friends on the Opposition cross
benches, who profess to wateh the interests
of the primary produncers but who are nol
in their seats to-night, have not much sym-
pathy with the primary producers. In con-
clusion T am pleased to note that during the
recess several members of the Country Party
have visited the group settlements in my
clectoraie. Primarily we were led {o helieve
from the speeches of their leader that their
visit was far the purpose of gaining know-
ledge and to aseertain the conditions on the
oroup seitlements. If that was the main
object of their visit, T do regret that they
did not sce fit to advize me of their coming,
or to advise me of the complaints they re-
ceived whilst in my distriet.

Mr. Lindsay: They were down there to
form a union.

Mr. A. WANSBROUGH: T was not
aware that they were in my distriet nntil
they were leaving again. It is most unfajr
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that they should have paid such a visit with-
out notifying me, Tf I have not done my
duty to the gronp settlers in my electorate,
they will know what to do with me at the
next eleetion.

Mr. Lindsay: Why should the members
of the party have told you they were going?

Mr. A. WANSBROUGH: If they wanted
to gather information they ought to have
told me of their projected visit. I should
have been only too pleased to escort them
round and see to it that they got all
the information they required. Had they
done that, there would have heen no reason
for.the Leader of the Country Party on his
reburn to have taken a deputation to the
Minister upon n matter appertaining to my
distriet. In any case it is only right and
proper that when one member enters an-
other member’s electorate and there receives
a complaint, he should forward it to the
sitting member.  Invariably have T donc
that when visiting other members’ elec-
tovates.  The member for Toodyay (Mr.
Lindsay) has admitted that they went down
{here to orzanise. It is coming to a pretty
firass when they want te drag the group
setllers into their politiecs. The procedure
adopted was unhecoming of the Leader of
the Country Party and his supporters. If
they wish to organise, they are at liberty to
do so, but why eamouflage the position?
During the last four or five weeks some of
the most irresponsible statements have heen
made in the group eountry. Since that party
visited the district, T have had more trouble
trying to eorrect untrue statements than T
had in the previous two years. Only to-day
a member introduced a deputation to the
Minister after I had received a reply from
the Minister on the very point disenssed by
the deputation. T do not want any honour
and glory, hut certainly every man should
eet that to which he is justly entitled, and
T strongly aobject to members eoming into
my electorate and making trouble. The
organiser left bhehind in the electorate by
the visiting party is not capable of telling
the truth, or anvthing like it. He is going
ronnd declaring to the group settlers that
they have no sceurity of tenure. Actually
those settlers have more seeurity than has
the man under the Agricultural Bank.

Hon. G. Tavlor: They have more seeurity
than we here have.

Mr. Marshall: And we will appreciate it
next Mareh.

Hon. (i, Taylor: You will.
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Mr. A, WANSBROUGH : That organiser
is going round telling the setilers that the
Labour Party refused to sapport Sir James
Mitehell. It the Labour Party had not sup-
ported Sir James Mitchell the group settle-
ments would never have bheen initiated.
regret that such vieious and irresponsible
statements should have heen made regarding
group seftlements, not only by members of
the Conntry Party, but also by the president
of the Primary Produeers’ Asseciation, T
agk those responsible for such statements
where were they when the seheme was in-
augnrated? The settlers are being told that
thr seheme was Sir James Mitchell’s poliey
alone.

Mr. Sampson: So it was,

The Minister for Tands: Sir
Mitchell introduced the system.

Mr. A. WANSBROUGH: Why cannot
the Coontry Party organiser down there
tetl the truth? 1T have enough to do with-
out going about correcting all his mis-state
ments. Every time he sees me be is down
on his knees with a request that I shall get
this or that for him. Yet he is doing all
he can to introduce dissension and drive
the settlers off the groups. For this he is
drawing £2 per day. When I visit Den-
mark he is the first to chase me with some
petty grievance. T have said all T want tu
say on this oceasion.

‘James

MR. NORTH (Claremont)
move—
That the debate be adjourned.
Motion put and a division taken with the
following result:—
Aves .. - . .. 9

[1010] : T

Noez ., . .. ..o 20
Majority ngainst .. .o 11
AYES.
Mr. Trown Mr. Sampson
Mr. Davy Alr. J. H. Smith
Mr. Latham Mr, Taylor
Mr. Lindsay ) Mp. Teesdnle
Mr, North ' (Tellrr.)
h{ N
Mr. Angwin ' Mr. Lutey
Mr. Chessan I Mr, Marshall
Mr. Collier Mr. MeCallum
Mr. Corboy b Mr. Millington
Afr. Cunningham J Mr, Panton
Mr, Heron ! Mr. Sleeman
Mirs Holman . Mr. A, Wansbrough
Mr. Hughes Mr. Willcoek
Mr, Lambert Mre, Withers
AMr. Tamand Mr. WHaon
(Teliler.)
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MR. NORTH (Claremont) [10.14] : 1
wish fo refer to one or two small matters,
some relating to my own dislrief, others of
State-wide importance. First, [ wish to
thank the Minister for Health in his ab-
sence for having promised to introduce this
session & measure that will enable the
whole of the people in my district, num-
bering some 17,000 persons, to instal =
modern fype of sewerage at reasonable cost
and very quickly. The measure provides
that any housgholder in the district may be
eompelled to instal a septic tank; also it
makes provigsion for the horrowing by
the loeal aunthorities of the necessary
funds o finanee the projeet. Under
this scheme the householder will secnve
modern  sewerage eonditions at a  cost
little more than the existing pan rate.
This wili he a great boon to the district, and
will be the meuns of saving, probably, an
outlay of £500,000 which would have heen
necessary to instal deep drainage. I am glad
that events have so eome to pass that four
local hodies are’ prepaved to step into line
with Perth, Fremantle and Snbiaco. Tt has
taken four or five vears of constant per-
suasion and argument, to say nothing of
numerous deputations, to bring nbout this
end. In the past we have had in Cottesloe
praetically only one export and that has heen
night soil, and the only import has heen
flies. But this industry is not at all mpor-
tant or desirable, and 1 hope this proposal
will be the means of settling it once for all.
For years there has been a eonstant shifting
of the sanitary sites, and this scheme will
obviate the necessity for anything of that
kind in future. The only possible hitches
ahead of the scheme ave, firstly, whether the
Minister will introdunce the Bill and, secondly,
wlether the local bodies will earry out ifs
provisions when they are empowered ta do
s0. Regarding the Eleetricity Department,
antiquation eharges which hitherte have ai-
ways been echarged on thai concern have
heen abolished this year. Whereas last year
the concern showed a profit of a few hun-
dred pounds, this year it will show a profic
of £12,000 or £13,000, but no provision has
heen made for antiquation charges. This
is a serious matter because when such moneys
are required to pay off the next big loan,
they will not he available, and it will be
impossible to finanee further extensions ex-
cept by means of additional loans. 1 regret
that the antiquation charges have been ahol-
ished. I cannot understand ihe reason for
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aholishing them, unless the praetice has heen
not fo set aside such moneys for the pue-
pose. 1 should not be at all surprised to
learn that the antiquation eharges provided
by Mr. Tavlor’s department have simply
been paid into revenue. IE that is the posi-
tion, it makes no difference whether the sys-
tem inangurated this yvear is coutinued, or
whether provision is made as in the pasi
and the money is paid into revenue. Mr.
Taylor’s department has minde an lonest
endeavonr fo meet past expenses and estah-
lish a veserve for future requirements, so
that when another extension of plant was
required, the money would be available to
meet il. Having abolished the antiquation
charges, we shall be in the unhappy position
of having no provision to meet the next loan
for extensions to the works. Tn 12 menths’
time a eouple of hundred thousand pomds
will be required to extend the plant, There:
fore if is very unsatisfactory that no pre-
vision is heing made for the purpose. In
our railway system a som of £20,000,000 is
invested. The question of the narrow gange
is of vital importance mul must sooner oy
later he faeced by the Government. Tt is
easy to ignore the trend of events. Assmm-
ing that the aitack on Federation is ansue-
ressful, we shall have the hroad gauge econ-
neeting Terth with Kalgoorlie, and when
that lime comes the disabilities under which
we labour by having the HCE Gin. guuge will
he inereazed vather than decreased. I con-
sider that this is the higgest question before
the Stale at the present time, provided we
fuce it.  During the last 20 years it has not
heen faced. Tt has been easier to ignore the
position and treat it like efernity or seces-
sion—something that man cannot grapple
with. T have made inquiries to sseertain
what has happened in other parts of the
world, So far from uniform gauges heing
common, rnost countries have had fo faee
a eertain amount of diffienlty and cxpense
in order to convert and unify their gauges.
T suggest there is no more important fues-
tion hefore the Commonwealth to-day than
that of fnding the necessary funds for the
mifying of gauges, particnlarly in thos=e
States having the 3ft. Gin. gauge, namely
Queensland and Western Australia. Money
18 heing found for roads, and money is also
bemng found to provide a uniforin gauge
from Brishane, reaching ultimately to Fre-
mantle.  But we have to rememher that
Western Anstralia, in the opinion of experts
from Furope and of our own stalesmen of



[12 Avgusr, 1926.]

wth parties, is destined to have a big future,
nd possibly in course of time we shall have
wo or three times th@® inileage we have to-
lay., 1f that is so, surely we chould face
he question which all other nations have
‘aced, namely, that of unifyiog the gauge.
ingiand bad the experience of the Great
Vestern railway which was prepared for years
ind finally one night the 7ft. gauge dis-
ippeared and next morning the 4ft. 8%%in.
:ange was ready for traffie. That was a
narvellous performance. In the United
states all the western States had gauges of
i1, or 3ft. Gin. In course of time they had
o change over and bring their systems into
ine with the bigger systems of the eastern
jtates. To-day therc arc 300,000 miles of
ailway of uniform gauge in the United
states. On the Continent of Burope we
ind in the great countries there gauges of
ither 4ft. 81%in. or 4ft. %in., the rolling
itock heing interchangeable. It does not
wonnd safe to use rolling stock on both
rauges, hut it is being done. In Western
Australia we have £20,000,000 tied ap in a
range that is not efficient.  Throughout
he world the 3ft. Gin. gange is recog-
lsed as being inefficient, and vet we are
rerpetuating it. The reason is that we
issociate with all our engineering projects
‘he financial side of the question. We never
1sk what is best for the State; we ask what
t will cost, and whert we hear the eost, we
ay it acide and leave it alone. T should
ike to place this test on Federation—
whether the present Federal Government
wre prepared to deal with this question in
5o far as it affects Queensland nand Western

Australin. The other two States concerned
—Sonth  Australia and  Vietoria — have
already a hroad gange which is quite

sfiicient. althouzh there are disadvantages
on aceount of the change over from the
Commonwealth 4ft. 8%in, to their 3ft. 3in.
range. If the speeches delivered by Dr.
Earle Page tm the last two years were made
serionsly, he should by now have produced
some tentative secheme to show that in so
many vears there would be a prospeet of
these narrow cauges being eonverted to the
4ft. 81%in. I do not say il should be done
in five vears, T do not ask for anvthine
drastic. but he should have propounded
some delinite seheme, dealing possibly with
cone main line at 2 time. so that we econld
look farward to having in 20 or 30 vears a
nniform ganae of 4ft. 814in, throughout the
Commonwealth. This question cannot be
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negleeted. 1 intend to invite every im-
portant newspaper in the State to express
an opinion whether it considers Western
Australia will be able in the next 25 years
to reach its destiny, both as a wheat
growing and as o general producing State,
if it relies upon its 3ft. Gin. gauge,
or whether we shall not have to face the
nuestion of changing over to the 4ft. 8l%in.
gauge. I am aware that South Africa and
New Zealand bhave a 3ft. 6in. gauge and
that in South Ameriea there is a metre
gauge, but if we in the course of the next
couple of decades intend to double our mile-
age of railways, now is the time to face the
question of the change over. Seeing that
the Federal Government take from us all
the money that otberwise would be avail-
able for this purpose, we cannot undertake
the work ourselves. I take Dr. Earle Page
to tagk for the speeches he has delivered on
this question. Over and over again he has
told us that Australia’s future depends upon
transport and power. Regarding transport
he said we must have a uniform gange.
What steps have been taken to bring that
about? Every year he sees the Govern-
ments of Western Australian and Queens-
land extending their narrow-gauge lines,
Yet the most he has suggested has been the
line from Kyogle to Brisbane, though there
was also some talk of building a line from
Port Angusta to Hay, which proposal T
understand has been shelved. It is true
that Western Australia has not urged the
necessity for this work; neither has Queens-
land. It is true that South Australia has
deliberately gone ahead extending her 5ft.
3in. gauge in defiance of the standard laid
down by the conference. I am concerned
with the faet that amongst the world’s most
reputable engineers the 3ft. Bin. gange is
considered fo be an uneconomiec gauge.
Against that we have the experience of our
own railways, the results from which in the
last two or three years have been wonderful.
Last session I took the opportunity to say
that on actual figures Colonel Pope had
done hetter with his narrow-gauge railways
than had some of the Commissioners in the
Eastern States with their broad-zauge lines,
but we cannot shut our eves to the fact that
prohably in 20 years’ time at the outside,
we shall be foreed by economic necessity to
adopt & broad gauge and, in consequence of
not facing the question to-day, we shall he
confronted with a cheque of £20,000,000 te
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£30,000,000 representing the capitalised
loans of the infervening period. The gues-
tion shouid be considered forthwith. I in-
vite the Government serionsly to discuss
with the Commissioner of Railways and
other experts what can be done, 1 do not
wish to raise the question of defence, be-
cause the argument of defence in relation
to railways is often employed to eover com-
mereial needs. Quite apart from defenee
considerations there is no more urgent work
demanding the attention of the Federal Gov-
ernment than that of finaneing a scheme of
uniform gauges throughout Australia, not
merely to save a few passengers between
Perth and Brishane the inconvenience of
stepping across the platform at one or two
stations where the break of gauge occurs,
but more especially for the transport of our
goods. Assuming that any defence emer-
geney did arise, what satisfaction would it
be if the Commonwealth ¢ould ran troops
through to Perth and it was then necessary
to cope with the difficulties of break of
gauge to divert them to Albany? We have

heard what the intentions of tbe Federal.

Government are with regard to establishing
a basis that will give uniform transport and
uniform power. Those things at present
have been applied only as regards the other
States. 1 have made an interesting dis-
covery coneerning the railway gauges in
Japan, where the Government are faced
with exactly the same problem that we have
in this State. The main Government lines
in Japan are of the 4ft. 8'%in. standard
gange, bul there are also 7,000 or §,000
miles of 3ff. Gin. gauge railways. The
Japanese Government have prepared a
scheme by which the whole system will he
converted within 25 years from  its
commencement to the standard gauge.

I think that will be in 1943. I com-
mend this matter to the Government
of this State, so that it may be

discussed at the earliest opporfunity with
the Federal Commissioner of Railways. 1f
we can exercise pressure from this State,
and it ean also be exercised from Queens-
Jand, we may be able to induce the Federal
Government to utilise the surplus they get
everv year, and to spend two or three mil-
lion pounds a year upon this magnificent
project, so that, st the end of 20 years, we
may be entirely rid of the disability that is
continually growing with us as well as with
Queensland. Every 100 miles of new railway
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that we build on the 3ft. 6in. gauge wi
rendet it more costly to alter the gaug:
Seeing that Japan %n do this, we migh
well inguire as to what steps can be take
here. The best information I have been abl
to gather locally is that it the Federal Gov
ernment agree to do this, we should tak
first the main line, say from Perth to Bun
bury, then the line from Perth to Geraldioa
and so on, doing the work in stages.
Mr. Marshall: What about Perth
Meckatharra? Give us a chance,

"My, NORTH: From the point of view o
the Stale’s finances, the project is, o

course, impossible. It is a question
lhowever, that could receive the con
sideration of the Government aft a

carly date, if not now, perhaps after th
elections, Dr, Earle Page has on man;
oceasions preached to Eastern States au
diences on the subject of standardisation ¢
power. He means that throughout Australi:
every power supply that is run either b;
hydraulic means or by eoal should be oper
ated on the same cycle, and the power de
livered at the same voltage, say a uniforn
voltage of 200. Just as the conference o
engineers in the Bastern States came to a
agreement as to the special gauge that woul(
suit the Eastern States railways, they haw
agreed upon a standard power scheme tha
suits many of the power schemes there, an
which provides for a voltage of 200 and :
cyele of 50. The voltage in Western Austra
lia is 250 and the cycle is 40. It is a seriouw
disability for this country of ours that ever;
article that is manufaetured, whether a ket
tle, a stove, an urn, a motor or a pump, thai
is electrically driven, must bear an ad-
ditional cost because we are out of the pic
ture and not according to the standard
When Dr. Earle Page told his audience tha
the Government intended not only to stand-
ardise the railways for tramsportation, bu
to standardise the power scheme, T want &
know what be meant by that with regardito
Western Ausiralia. Has the Premier ever
received a commmunication from the East
en States concerning a fat cheque to enabl
him to complete our present electrieal
scheme, and replace the appliances of hons
owners with devices fixed according to th
standard voltage? Of comurse he has re-
ceived nothing of the kind. Just as we haw
spent £20,000,000 on our railways, whicl
will have to be altered, so have we spent £1,
000,000 on power schemes, although we am
told by the conference in the Fastern State:
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1t these are not according to the standard,
ie Collie seheme will be proceeded with on
: present cycle and present voltage, which
¢ not in conformity with the KEastern
ales standard.
The Minister for Lands: Our advisers
d those in Vietoria have said that 40
sle is the best for power and light.
My, NORTH: I am npot aitacking any-
ing that bas been done here. We are
thin our rights in developing the 3Et.
1. gauge, and developing our power
pplies upon our present basis. Seeing
1t the Ceniral Government has a surplus,
d has arrived at a definite policy in re-
rd to transportation and power, it should
her keep silent, or give definite honuses
the States to bring their own schemes
0 conformity with the other States. The
proximate cost for Western Australia of
wking the new connections would be
out £1,000,000, outside the cost of the
ant.  When there was the change over
Perth from the direct current to the al-
‘nating current, a good deal of plant had
he replaced.
The Minister for Lands: That cost about
0,000,
Mr. NORTH: If the Central Government
:ans what it says, this is what it should
If we could have a completely stand-
dised railway system and power sysiem
roughout Australia, we should come into
e with the United States. We would
ve our climatic conditions to favour us
the economic struggle against the United
ates, and otherwise be placed on an equal
oting with them. We have hamstrung
rselves in regard to our railways, and
e now ahout to hamstring ourselves in the
itter of power and voltage. I am sure
3 State Government will be unable to de-
rt from the existing ecyele and voltage
less funds are given by those who have
ctated a different policy. I commend
ese two subjeets to members, convinced
at they are worthy of notice. They will
t be of any practieal cffeet unless we can
ing Queencland, or any other State that
suffering from the same disability, info
e with ourselves. It makes my heart
ged politically to think that we, as a coun-
v, should have to suffer from these terrible
onomic difficulties, which are going to get
yrse instead of better. Within the next
' years we may have another 2,000 or 3,000
iles of railway. This will donble our dis-
ilities and render the cost more prohibl
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tive. In looking through the letter in re-
gard to Europe, I find that there are light
railways in those countries just as we have
here, and a big mileage of them, In Italy
they have the sense to build their light lines
on exactly the same gauge as the heavy
lines. They ean run their rolling stock
from the light wheat lines on to the main
lines throughout the country. That is an
important factor. 1 hope the Premier and
the Minister for Railways will consider
these matters. Unfortunately, power is still
handled by the ratlways. If I had my way,
there weuld be a Minister for Power, or a
Commissioner, who would be divorced from
the Minister for Railways. 1 hope these
matters will be serionsly econsidered, nost
that one penny can be spent towards themn
out of State money, but in order that they
might be brought before those who have
collected money through our Customs, and
from whom money is due for these purposecs
to earry out the pledges they have given on
the platforms in the Eastern States. My
desire is that we should remind them that
what they have said about the Eastern
States does not apply to Western Aunstralia.

On motion hy Mr. Chesson, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned ot 10.40 p.m.

Legislative Council,
Tuesday, 17th August, 1926,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read pravers,

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Serenth Day.
Debate vesumed from the 12th August.

HON. J. E. DODD (South) [4.38]: After
every biennial election a few of the older
members of this House are missing, and we
all regret that some of those who were here



